
Dear Members, 

 

The month of July has a special significance for the Rio Grande Valley 

Hispanic Genealogical Society as it marks the 10th anniversary of its 

founding, and the seventh anniversary of its incorporation as a 501(c)

(3) non-profit genealogical society. As a member of the RGVHGS you 

believe that researching your family history is important, and that as a 

group, we can support each other and assist others interested in His-

panic genealogical research to discover their roots. Through monthly 

meetings and lectures we help deepen our knowledge of local history, 

learn new research techniques, and develop connections with 

"cousins." The society's indexing and book publishing projects are 

helping to preserve public and private Hispanic genealogical records, 

and make them available to the public and the genealogical commu-

nity. 

 

The society's 2017 Journal, Ofelia Olsson, Editor, has been com-

pleted. A big thank you to everyone that submitted material. The 

Journal will be available at the 38th annual State Hispanic Genealogical 

and Historical Conference, "Preserving Our Past for the Future," in 

Austin, September 28-30, 2017, and at future RGVHGS meetings 

starting in October. When you renew your membership or join the 

society, the printed Journal is one of your membership benefits.  

 

Ofelia Olsson and I will be at the State Conference in Austin and plan 

to do research at the Catholic Archives. If you have a church record 

you would like for us to research, please send us your request, and if 

you plan to attend the conference, please sign up to help at our ven-

dor table.                                                   Thanks for your support, 

                                                                 Mary Torres 
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RGVHGS Meeting 
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Program Presenter 

Herb Canales 

Harlingen Public Library 

Celebrating  Our 7th Year Anniversary! 



April Presenter—Mr. Ramaker earned a Master’s Degree in his-

tory from Western Illinois University in 2010 and has worked as a 

college professor for the last six years at three different institutions 

teaching classes as diverse as Asian history, geography and multicul-

tural perspectives. He currently teaches U.S. history and world his-

tory to over 250 students per semester. His focus area is pre-1400s 

C.E. militaries, everything from the beginning of time to the Renais-

sance period, and he has given numerous presentations on this sub-

ject area. To further his professional development,  

He presented information about the role of the conquistador in New Spain.  Dressed 

for the role, he explained the use of the conquistador’s weapons and described the life 

of a conquistador. He has participated as a re-enactor for the last eight years focusing 

on the Roman, High Middle Ages, Renaissance, Revolutionary War, Texas War of Inde-

pendence, and World War II eras. 

 June Presenter— Dr. Douglas A. Mur-

phy is Chief of Operations at the Palo 

Alto National Battlefield, Brownsville, TX. 

He presented information about the Bat-

tlefield and his book, “Two Armies on the 

Rio Grande: The Campaign of the US-

Mexican War.”  His book received the 

2015 Clotilde P. Garcia Tejano 

Book Prize awarded by The Te-

jano Genealogy Society of Aus-

tin.  

SOCIETY EVENTS—MONTHLY MEETING PRESENTERS 

May Presenter-Mr. Alex Moreno is President of Las Porciones 

Genealogical Society in Edinburg. Texas.  His presentation focused 

on the 50th Anniversary of the United Farmworkers Strike.  Mr. 

Moreno, a practicing attorney and a former  State Congressman 

from 1985 to 1991, offered a brief history of the relationship 

between Santa Ana’s Mexican army, the Texas Rangers, and their 

significance during the United Farmworkers strike.   
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2ND ANNUAL SCHOLARSH IP RECIP IENT MISS DEVON KATHLEEN WYATT 

April 23, 2017 

May 21, 2017 

 

April 22, 2017 



A Symbolic Lesson in Misusing  

the American Flag 

 You have to be careful with flags. They're not just harmless 

pieces of cloth meant to inspire patriotism and national pride. 

Those seemingly innocent sheets of fabric can lead to all sorts of 

trouble. 

 And sometimes, that is the idea. Let's not be naive. Flags 

aren't always about simply declaring one's love of country. Waving 

them is also a good way to express defiance, antagonize others, di-

vide people or pick a fight. 

 In some places, flags are still a positive symbol. In Ukraine and Venezuela, scores of brave 

protesters, who are willing to stand up to oppressive governments, gain strength from waving 

their country's flag. It's as if they're saying: "This is what we're fighting for, something bigger 

than ourselves." 

 It's a different story in the United States, where, in the messy culture wars, flags are 

sometimes used as weapons. Waving them can be a sign of protest, a demonstration that 

you're not going to be pushed around or told where your loyalties should lie. It's as if some 

Americans use the flag to declare: "This is how we fight back, even if it makes us seem small." 

 The word "small" aptly describes the five students who -- on May 5, 2010 -- while at-

tending Live Oak High School in Morgan Hill, Calif., apparently decided to use the American 

flag, specifically T-shirts with the flag on them, to taunt Latino students. It wasn't about being 

patriotic. It was about being provocative. 

 You see, May 5 is Cinco de Mayo, which -- in truth -- isn't a real holiday in Mexico. But it 

does seem to help bars and restaurants sell a lot of beer. No matter. The school was planning 

a celebration. Bigger people would have delved right in, and shown some respect for a foreign 

culture. Maybe they would have learned something fun and interesting. 

 Not these five. That would have been too easy. These students were specifically told be-

forehand by school administrators -- who didn't want any trouble in a school that had been 

described by the San Francisco Chronicle as having an "ethnically charged atmosphere" and 

where 20 percent of the 1,300-student body were English-language learners -- not to wear 

flag clothing on that day because it might cause a ruckus. The warning conformed to the high-

school dress code, which prohibited "any clothing or decoration which detracts from the 

learning environment." 

 The five students violated that code, and disobeyed the administrators’ directive, when 

they wore the T-shirts anyway. 

HISPANIC VOICES                              GUEST WRITER: R UBEN NAVARRETTE 
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 I guess these five geniuses didn’t consider the possibility that most of those  

Latino students they were trying to rile up were also Americans.  In fact, many of them 

were probably born in the United States. 

 So, ironically, T-shirts adorned with the American flag might not have had the in-

tended effect. Or, they might have riled up some of the students. We'll never know. 

Anyway, the effect is irrelevant. The point is that the intent was malicious. Those five 

picked Cinco de Mayo, of all days, to show their patriotism? They were obviously up to 

no good. 

 That was the conclusion of Assistant Principal Miguel Rodriguez who, fearing that 

the boys' fashion choices might cause a ruckus, confronted the youths that day and told 

them to either turn their T-shirts inside out or go home. They chose to go home. And 

within hours, they went from being disobedient, disruptive and disrespectful brats to a 

group of patriotic martyrs for the First Amendment. 

 Of course, young people don't veer this far off course on their own. Their par-

ents excused the boys' bad behavior when they hired lawyers and sued the school dis-

trict, alleging a violation of the lads' constitutional right to free speech. Talk about 

teaching kids the wrong lesson. 

 Free expression is important all right. It just isn't as important as ensuring the 

safety of students in a climate of racial and ethnic tension. That was the finding recently 

of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. The judges ruled that the school administra-

tors had not violated the Constitution. In fact, they said, by enforcing the dress-code 

ban on the T-shirts, the school had "presciently avoided an altercation." 

 The parents say they're prepared to appeal this case all the way to the Supreme 

Court. Naturally. 

 It turns out that flags aren't the problem after all. The real problem is the people 

who misuse them -- and their accomplices. 

 

 

 

(Ruben Navarrette is a member of The Washington Post Writers Group 

and a  graduate of Harvard University.  This article was printed with his 

permission.  His email address is ruben@rubennavarrette.com.)  
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      Pedro Francisco, the Giant of the Revolution 

     On July 4th, we will all be celebrating our country’s independence and remembering and honoring our 

American heroes like Gen George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin,  but who remem-

bers Pedro (Peter) Francisco, the Giant of the Revolution and the Virginian Giant. 

     Abducted at the age of 5 from the islands of the Azores of Portugal and left on the shipping docks in Vir-

ginia, he was raised as Peter by the uncle of Patrick Henry.  Because of his size (6 foot 8 inches and 260 lbs) 

and strength, Peter was apprenticed out as a blacksmith and joined the American Continental Army at the age 

of 16.  Over the length of the war, Peter fought as an infantry soldier under Generals George Washington, Na-

thaniel Greene, and “Mad” Anthony Wayne at the Battles of Brandywine, Fort  Mifflin, of German town, 

Monmouth Court House, Fort Stony Point, Cowpens, Guiford Court House and of Camden, South Carolina.  

Although Peter did not  fight at the final Battle of Yorktown, he witnessed the British General Cornwallis sur-

render of his army.  Over the course of the battles, Francisco would be wounded 6 times including 3 bayonet 

wounds. 

     At Valley Forge, Peter shared a hut with General Marquis de Lafayette while both were nursing wounds 

from battles and would become life long friends.  At the insistence of Lafayette, Gen Washington had a six 

foot sword including a 5 foot blade forged for  Francisco.  Just two days later at the Battle of Guiford Court-

house,  Francisco used  this sword to kill 11 British soldiers in combat.  What later would become known as 

“Francisco’s Fight” outside a tavern, Peter would mortally kill one calvaryman from, Lt Col Banistre Tarleton 

dreaded and feared calvary , and take the horses away  from the  other 7 British calvarymen for himself and 

his fellow soldiers.  Only one of the calvary men was able to ride off on his own horse while the rest of his 

comrades had to walk back to camp.  This action truly showed the fighting spirit of this giant, but at the Battle 

of Camden, his great strength would become legendary among the American Continental Army. 

     After the disastrous defeat of the American General Horatio Gates at the Battle of Camden,  the American 

soldiers were retreating from the battle field.  Francisco saw a cannon stuck in the mud and the horse pulling 

the cannon had been shot dead.  Not wanting to leave a deadly cannon for the British 

to use against the continental army, Francisco lifted the 1,100 lb cannon barrel on his 

shoulders and carried it off the battlefield.  His exploits of his great strength and fight-

ing abilities resounded throughout the colonies. 

Gen George Washington said the without Francisco, the American Continental Army 

would have lost at least two crucial battles, perhaps the war, and with it our freedom.  

He was a one man army.  On July 4th, while everyone is firing off firecrackers and 

rockets  for our American heroes, we should fire a couple more just for this forgotten 

Hispanic Hercules, who was the most renowned common soldier the American Conti-

nental Army.   (Mr. Ayoub is a pharmacist in Harlingen.  He is a researcher and writer of 

Hispanic History, and a frequent contributor to this newsletter.)  
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Genealogy continues to rank near the top of America’s most popular hobbies, and today I want to 

share some information with you on the latest developments in the field, and on a couple of projects 

that need your help. 

FamilySearch.org has announced that on September 1, 2017, it will discontinue its 80-year old mi-

crofilm distribution service.  This change is the result of significant progress in FamilySearch’s mi-

crofilm digitization efforts, the obsolescence of microfilm technology, and the cost of duplicating mi-

crofilm for distribution. 

Digital imaging has made it easier to find ancestors through the internet, mobile, and other tech-

nologies.  Over 1.5 million microfilms have been digitized by FamilySearch, and they hope to finish 

digitizing the records by 2020.  The last day you can place an order for delivery to your local Family 

History Center is August 31, 2017. 

Another valuable genealogical resource, PERSI (Periodical Source Index) is no longer free.  PERSI is 

the largest genealogy and local history subject index inthe world. It was designed and created by 

the Allen County Public Library Foundation and Genealogy Center.  It has an index of 11,000 peri-

odicals published by historical and genealogical societies at local, state, national, and international 

levels, including 3,000 no longer publishing. 

This index has twenty-two subject headings, and 2.7 million surnames and/or locations that may 

pertain to your family history. 

PERSI used to be on Ancestry.com and HeritageQuest Online, but are no longer available. How can 

you access PERSI now? FindMyPast. com has acquired the sole rights to the electronic database out-

side of the Allen County Public Library, and you can search PERSI for free and get index results. 

However, to view any images associated with an index result, you have to be a paid member of the 

site, or buy pay-per-view credits there. The Federation of Genealogical Societies and the National 

Park Service’s Palo Alto Battlefield National Historic Park are developing a free searchable database 

to tell the stories of the 130,000 soldiers of the U.S.-Mexican War. 

The database will allow descendants of U.S. and Mexican soldiers to connect to their personal his-

tory and to help Palo Alto commemorate and tell the stories of these soldiers. 

You can help in this momentous preservation project by assisting with the indexing of the solder’s 

names and related military information. To learn more about the US-Mexican War Soldier Database 

indexing project, visit FGS.org.                                             (Valley Morning Star, April 23, 2017) 

 

 

BEST OF HAPPENINGS IN HARLINGEN                                         BY MARY TORRES 

FAMILY TREE BUILDER 
Used by millions of people worldwide, Family Tree Builder helps you research your family 

history, build your family tree and add photos, historical records and more.    

Free Download at My Heritage.com  

https://www.myheritage.com/family-tree-builder? 



HISPANICS IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
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                                                An Unlikely Independence Trio 
Washington, Clark and, Yes, Gálvez 

 
                                                                      By José Antonio Lopéz 

 

On Dec. 16, 2014, the U.S. Congress finally recognized Spanish Gen. Bernardo 

de Gálvez for his heroic service to our nation during the U.S. War of Independ-

ence (1775-1783). 

 

With appropriate pomp and circumstance, Gen. Gálvez belatedly received honor-

ary U.S. citizenship on that special day. It’s a most worthy homage because only eight other foreign individuals have 

been so privileged. 

 

The rationale for the honor may surprise many. His singularly distinctive bravery helped herald the sound of liberty 

throughout the young United States. 

 

With the Fourth of July nearly upon us, let’s reflect on this iconic date’s lesser known aspects. They help to remind us 

that our Spanish-Mexican ancestors gave substantial blood and treasure during the U.S. war for independence. 

 

It’s not that we’ve learned the wrong U.S. history. It’s just that we’ve been taught it incompletely, with historians typi-

cally rejecting Spain’s (and New Spain’s) support. 

 

Despite the 2014 tribute, Gen. Gálvez’s crucial role in the U.S. gaining its independence from England is not fully un-

derstood, recognized or taught in mainstream U.S. history books. Without Spain’s alliance, there’s no doubt freedom 

for the Colonies would have been hindered for years. 

 

The early days of the struggle made the outcome unclear. There were factions embracing the status quo under Eng-

land, and there were those wanting change. Among the various military principals leading the fight for independence, 

the coordinated efforts of an unlikely threesome stand out. They were Spanish Gen. Bernardo de Gálvez, George 

Rogers Clark, and most important, the revolution’s commander in chief, Gen. George Washington. 

Their energy covered the Colonies with a triangular-shaped blanket, with Gen. Gálvez operating in the south, George 

Rogers Clark in the west and Gen. Washington to the east. Note that two of those fronts (south and west) were under 

Spain’s jurisdiction. 

The superb three-prong attack discouraged, delayed and eventually defeated the English forces in America.  

 

By the time the U.S. fight against England began, Spanish King Charles III had ordered Gen. Gálvez to remove the 

British presence in the Gulf of Mexico. The general didn’t disappoint his king. 

 

As Spain’s governor of Louisiana, he oversaw the Gulf of Mexico land mass from the Texas-Louisiana border to Flor-

ida. Through capable Spanish officers, he controlled access to the entire Mississippi River. Gen. Gálvez had ample 

resources at his disposal, consisting of an impressive force of Spanish officers and men ready, willing and able to de-

feat England.  

 

He operated his part of the war strategy in two phases. 

.  

 

http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22U.S.+Congress%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Bernardo+de+G%C3%A1lvez%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Bernardo+de+G%C3%A1lvez%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22George+Rogers+Clark%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22George+Rogers+Clark%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22George+Washington%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22George+Rogers+Clark%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Spanish+King+Charles+III%22


Phase 1. He expelled the British from the Gulf of Mexico. 

In his book “The Hispanic Presence in North America,” author Carlos M. Fernández-Shaw cites historian Buchanan 

Parker Thomson to describe Gen. Gálvez’s impact, saying that “this young Spaniard had given the most vital aid contrib-

uted by any one man to the struggling American colonies. In winning this triumphant victory … he had not only served 

his king to the limit of his strength, but had made to the United States the most important gift an ally could offer: the se-

curity of their southeastern and western frontiers.” 

 

Phase 2. Personally leading battles in the Gulf of Mexico area, he entrusted Don Fernando de Leyba, Upper Louisiana 

governor, and his staff to work with and assist the U.S. colonists in Missouri.  

It’s in this theater of operations where we meet the second member of the trio. 

 

George Rogers Clark was from all indications highly admired among his contemporaries, such as Daniel Boone. Aided 

by substantial Spanish financing, Rogers Clark led his army in Missouri and helped end the British threat in the region. 

Had the British been allowed access to the river, they would have outflanked Gen. Washington’s army from the west. For 

his courageous efforts during these military engagements, he was nicknamed “Conqueror of the Old Northwest.”  

 

Yet, even though he was promoted by President Thomas Jefferson to general, Clark’s early military feats were forgotten 

after the Revolution. He was heavily criticized by political enemies, and his life spiraled downward from one controversy 

to another. That may be why he is not embraced by mainstream U.S. historians. 

 

As for the third member of the heroic triangle, Gen. George Washington has truly earned the distinction “Father of Our 

Country.” He deserves the credit for binding all the elements of war against England. His is an impressive military rés-

umé, beginning in 1776 with leading several battles, among them Boston, New York City and Trenton. 

 

Valley Forge, just outside Philadelphia, deserves special mention. Here, the Continental Army camped for the 1777-78 

winter. The men suffered greatly due to bitter cold and disease, resulting in the death of thousands of patriots.  

 

Yet they endured throughout the war and finally achieved victory over the British at the Battle of Yorktown, Virginia, end-

ing in October 1781. 

There is much that mainstream historians choose to ignore in rendering U.S. history. Among the items, the specific aid 

by civilian Spanish subjects who lived faraway in New Spain (Mexico). Their help was crucial in the financing and equip-

ping of the Continental Army. 

 
President George Washington never forgot it. He often mentioned his deepest gratitude to Spain through his ample cor-

respondence and personal contact with Diego de Gardoqui, Spain’s chief minister, Gen. Gálvez and other high-ranking 

Spanish government officials. 

It was no accident that Gen. Washington placed Gen. Gálvez on his right as they stood in review of the troops during the 

first July 4 parade in Washington, D.C. He meant to show his personal gratitude to his brother in arms, and officially rec-

ognize Spain for its vital financial and war materiel support. 

 

Spanish-surnamed U.S. citizens should learn to value the fact that U.S. independence had a 

distinctive Spanish component. They might find comfort knowing that Gen. Gálvez’s army in-

cluded recruits from New Spain (Mexico). 

 

That’s why citizens of Spanish Mexican-descent should view U.S. Independence Day celebra-

tions in this light. Their ancestors helped create the young nation, years before many other 

European immigrant families reached America’s Ellis Island.  
(José “Joe” Antonio López was born and raised in Laredo and is a U.S. Air Force veteran. He lives in Universal City and is the author of 

four books. His latest is “Preserving Early Texas History (Essays of an Eighth-Generation South Texan).” Lopez is also the founder of the Tejano Learning Center and 

www.tejanosunidos.org, a website dedicated to Spanish and Mexican people and events in U.S. history that are mostly overlooked in mainstream history books. A version of 

this article was first published in the Rio Grande Guardian International News Service.  Mr. López has  given his permission to print this article.) 
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     Curiosity at first led my husband and me to test for our DNA, but what we have learned 

from it has been a real treat.  Now even our grand-daughter has tested for her DNA, and it 

did not fail to amaze her either.  First of all, the propensity of Native American amounts was 

astonishing.  All three of us have a high percentage of Native American, in the upper 30’s.  

Now we want to know which Native Americans we come from .  Also the variety of eth-

nicities in our DNA was astonishing.  Besides the Native American part, we counted a total 

of  twelve types of peoples which we descend from .  Some we expected because of our 

research and some were a big surprise.  For example, my husband understood the nine per-

cent Scandinavian and eleven percent Irish because of his great-grandmother Susan  

Woodapple.  Then there is his tall stature and fearless nature; of course  the Vikings were 

tall and very daring.  Our grand-daughter was searching for her French heritage, which ac-

cording to her other grand-mother her ancestors were French.  However, surprise! Italian, 

Greek, and British took up forty percent of her DNA, no French.  The puzzler for my hus-

band was the five percent from the Middle East.  He had no clue prior to testing for his 

DNA.  Go figure yours out and enjoy the results!                            (MEGuillen)                                                                                

modern maps,  or they have 

Polish names and an index of 

websites to search. 

 www.MeyersGaz.org       

www.Kartenmeister.com      

www.LostShoeBox.com         

    Some Hispanics have German ancestors in 

their family tree. Without a national index to 

German records, researchers looking German 

ancestors must know specific towns or cities 

where their families lived.  According to Legacy 

Tree.com, these  three websites offer assistance 

such as explaining text variations and providing 

DNA AND RACE 

GERMAN FAMILY HISTORY WEBSITES 

SO YOÚ’RE PART BRITI SH 
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   Remember King Henry VIII? It turns out he was thinking of more than just his 

wives, but he also thought of keeping good records of his loyal subjects.  If you 

discovered some British in your DNA,  three percent according to my  DNA re-

sults, Great Britain has kept census and civil records dating back to 1837. Further-

more, we’re in luck because according to the General Register’s Office, King 

Henry VIII ordered Thomas Cromwell to start keeping baptism, marriage, and 

burial records since 1538 in church parishes.  Thus, we have places to search, 

thanks to King Henry’s order. The United Kingdom consists of four sovereign na-

tions and Great Britain is  the largest country in the British Isles. The other coun-

tries are Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland.            (MEGuillen) 
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A Tip from GeneaBloggers—Mother’s Day 
 
Ancestry just put out this new guide - Tips for Finding the Stories of the Women in Your Family Tree - and you can 
download it in PDF format by clicking http://geneabloggers.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?
u=e6b48e8de3ee2e5430b75a4d5&id=11b5381088&e=fcf2763ac4 
 
Are you still looking for a last minute Mother's Day gift or any gift?  Don't forget that Ancestry has 25% off on Ances-
try subscriptions for Mom (send as an e-gift) and also 23andMe has FREE ONE DAY SHIPPING on its DNA tests 
for Amazon Prime Members. Visit http://geneabloggers.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?
u=e6b48e8de3ee2e5430b75a4d5&id=7fb0e93aca&e=fcf2763ac4 for details! 
============================================== 
You are receiving this email because you signed up for email alerts from GeneaBloggers at our website. If you need 
assistance or have questions, please feel free to contact us at geneabloggers@gmail.com. 
 
Our mailing address is: 
GeneaBloggers 
1416 W Carmen Ave #3 
Chicago, IL 60640 
USA 
 
Our telephone: 
(773) 661-3080 

1. Bad handwriting 

2. Damaged documents 

3. Records in a foreign language 

 

   These are just a few of the challenges that researchers  encounter during  the 

search for family ancestors.  Kate from LegacyTree.com recommends a few tips in 

these cases.   

   Tracing, copying, or enlarging documents may improve their readability.  In place of 

lost information from a damage document, seek out other sources such as govern-

ment agencies, for example, The Veterans Administration or the Selective Service 

System.  Use translator resources to help you understand the foreign languages on 

documents.  Google Translate is one resource, and language dictionaries are other 

facilitators.  

 (“Common Obstacles Found in Genealogy Records and How to Overcome Them.”  - Legacy Tree.com 

June 23, 2017.  ) 

TIPS , TOPS , AND OTHER ENLIGHTENMENTS 

THE RESEARCHERS CHALLENGE 
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Hard-to-read handwriting, Marriage 

Book, Dingle, County of Kerry, Catho-

lic Parish Registers at the National 

Library of Ireland, http://

registers.nli.ie, accessed June 2017. 

http://geneabloggers.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6b48e8de3ee2e5430b75a4d5&id=11b5381088&e=fcf2763ac4
http://geneabloggers.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6b48e8de3ee2e5430b75a4d5&id=11b5381088&e=fcf2763ac4
http://geneabloggers.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6b48e8de3ee2e5430b75a4d5&id=7fb0e93aca&e=fcf2763ac4
http://geneabloggers.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6b48e8de3ee2e5430b75a4d5&id=7fb0e93aca&e=fcf2763ac4
mailto:geneabloggers@gmail.com.
https://www.legacytree.com/blog/author/kate-eakman
https://www.legacytree.com/blog/author/kate-eakman


 

      According to Israel National News dated May 3, 2017,  Spain’s government 

has just approved a draft law which helps descendents of Jews who were ex-

pelled in 1492 to regain their citizenship.   After parliament approves the law 

Sephardic Jews who can prove they are descendents of the 1492 forced exodus 

will be able to seek Spanish citizenship  without giving up their original national-

ity.  Spain wants to repair the “historical mistake” when Roman Catholic fervor 
under the rule of Isabella and Ferdinand dismissed the Jewish population.  How-

ever, warnings from prominent rabbis  discourage Jews from seeking Spanish citi-

zenship because they insist “the Inquisition and expulsion of  Jews should not be 

forgiven.” 

                                                               (Submitted by  Raema Ormby) 

A TIP FROM OFELIA OL SSON 

DESCENDENTS OF SPANI SH JEWS EXPELLED IN 1492 
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BOOK STORE INTRODUCING THE SOCIETY’S NEWEST PUBLICATION  

Cameron County Marriage Index, Grooms, Vol I A-L $40 
Cameron County Marriage Index, Grooms, Vol II M-Z $40 

Cameron County Marriage Index, Brides, Vol I A-L $40 
Cameron County Marriage Index, Brides, Vol II  M-Z $40 

San Fernando Tamaulipas, Mexico, Baptisms, 1854 Indexed 
$50 

San Fernando Tamaulipas, Mexico, Baptisms, 1856 Indexed 
$50 

2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Journals, $30 Each 
Please note: A  $8.00 shipping and handling charge will be added to each  

book listed above. 
Rancho Soliseño Cemetery, El Soliseño, Tamaulipas, Mexico 

$10, $3 S/H 
Once Upon a time—Mas Antes, Family Stories, Rio Grande Val-

ley, $20, $8 S/H 
Reynosa, Tamaulipas, Mexico Marriage Index Book III 1811-

1823 $ 35, $8 S/H 
Getting Started with Hispanic Genealogy Research Cheat Sheet 

$10.00+2.00 S/H 
Cruillas Births Civil Registrations 1870-1902, $25.00+8.00 S/H 

Nuestra Señora del Refugio, Matamoros, Tamaulipas Baptisms 
1800-1850, $50.00+8.00 S/H 

Testimonio de la Diligencias Practicadas en Reinosa 1767 

(Legal Proceedings in Awarding the Porciones) $25.00+$8 S/H 
Please mail orders to : 

RGV Hispanic Genealogical Society 
c/o Annie Barrera 

P. O. Box 371, San Benito, TX  78586 
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$50.00 plus shipping 

Index Format 

Appx. 13,000 names 

50 Years of Baptisms 

340 pages 

2017 Journal 

 will be  

available  

at the THG 

conference 

 in Austin 

September 

 

$35.00 



As a retired educator my passions are God, family, reading, 

writing, gardening, and anything involving creativity. I hope that 

in this newsletter you discover worthwhile information to 

spark or continue your genealogy research, and I welcome 

your ideas and suggestions. I am soliciting your SCARY 

STORIES which your family has passed down through the 

ages for the October quarterly newsletter.  Please send me 

your stories, submissions, queries, comments, or questions to 

m1guillen@yahoo.com.       

   Best regards,  

                            Maria Esther Guillen 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

Board of Directors 
 

President: Mary Torres 

Vice-President:  Toni Garza 

Secretary: Ofelia Olsson 

Treasurer: Annie Barrera 

Member: Dominga Q. Anguiano 

Member : Celia Quintanilla 

Member: Andreina Muniz 
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