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Upcoming Speakers 

 Feb. 19 

        Jack Ayoub 

 

 March 19  -  Dirk Yarker, 

       “The Spread of Genetics  

       Throughout History’” 

        

 April 23 – Rob Ramaker, 

        “The Spread of Genetics 

         From Ancient Greece and 

         Room  through  Spanish 

         Conquest of the New    

         World” 

 

         

 May  21—TBA 

 

 June 25—TBA 

Salt Palace Convention 

Center 

Salt Lake City, Utah   

February 8–11, 2017  

  

     Ayoub will speak 

on “Forgotten Tejano 

Heroes of the Texas 

War for Independ-

ence," with re-

enactors to serve as a 

prelude to the  Texas 

Independence Day 

event. 

Dear Members, 

 

Genealogy continues to be one of the most 

popular pastimes in America, and as we be-

gin a new year, I want to reassure you that 

our society remains dedicated to its mis-

sion of promoting interest in Hispanic ge-

nealogy and assisting our members engaged 

in genealogical research. We can look back 

with pride to past accomplishments, but 

much remains to be done to capture the rich 

history of this area and the stories of our 

ancestors in order to leave a legacy for 

future generations.  

 

I'm honored to once again be serving as 

your president, but I need your help in 

charting the society's course for the fu-

ture. I want to hear from you. Please let 

me know how we can better serve you. Do you 

need more information on how to get in-

volved with the society's management and 

projects, or do you have suggestions for 

programs, activities and events?  

 

I hope you will continue to come to our 

monthly meetings and become active in pro-

moting the work of the society. With your 

support we can look forward to becoming a 

stronger organization that uses technology 

and other resources to meet the needs of 

the Hispanic genealogical community.    

                           

    Mary Torres 

Writing Award Goes to 

Mary Torres!  

 
Bill Buckner, Awards 

Chair, Texas 

State Genealogical  

Society, presents 

Mary Torres with 1
st

 

Place Columnist 

Award for "Harlingen 

Happenings," 

Valley Morning Star, 

Harlingen, TX 

on October 29, 2016, 

Dallas, TX 

Coming up in February! 
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Researching Obituaries . . .   

Seven Facts About Your Ancestors Found in Obituaries and  

Death Notices:      

 

 

Source: genealogy@genealogybank.com 2016 

 

1

. 
Date of death, name of cemetery, date and place of the funeral 

and burial 

2

. 
Name, place, and year of birth 

3

. 
Names of children, where they lived, and their position in the 

family’s birth order 

4

. 
Names of the towns and how long they lived in each one 

5

. 
Age of spouse at death and how long ago that was 

6

. 
Details on the longevity of parents and grandparents 

7

. 
Count of descendants, by generation 

Some examples of family crests:  

Source: familycrest.com 2015 
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October 2016 . . . November 2016 . . . 

In October, Dr. Stephanie Alvarez, Professor of Mexican-

American studies at UT-RGV in Edinburg, Texas spoke about the 

importance of knowing our past and of seeing ourselves in text-

books and multimedia sources.   

December … 

Holiday Break  

January 2017 . . . 

Upcoming Spring Events 

This month John David Falcon, Executive Director 

of Alliance of Texas Land Grant Descendants,  

presented a program on how through historical 

actions the Republic of Texas failed to follow con-

stitutional law on distribution of land.  The cur-

rent goal of the alliance is to bring recognition to 

these practices and to create a system to adjudi-

cate claims and one voice.   

 
February 17, 2017— due date for the RGVHGS Senior Student Scholarship applications. 
 
March 11, 2017—11 A.M. “Role of Tejanos” 10th Anniversary at the San Benito Fairgrounds 
 
April 2017—2nd Annual Scholarship Luncheon and Style Show, Time and Place to be announced 
 
May 21, 2017-Scholarship award presentation 
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Email and newspaper articles submitted  by Minnie Wilson, January 2017 

 
Some background: 
My friend Gloria Espitia wrote.............."I am attaching a couple of articles that are related to the Perez family 

who died in a horrible house fire in 1949.  On December 10, 2016,  the community of Rotan,Tx. will have a day of re-
membrance for the Perez family and I have been invited to attend and say a few words in regards to the life’s and hard-
ships of  Mexican American Texas migrant farm workers during the 1930s – 1970s.  According to individuals who are 
working on behalf of the Fisher County Historical Group, a special plaque for the Perez family will be dedicated at the 
Rotan Belvieu Cemetery although it is not certain where the family were actually buried at that cemetery.   I have been 
doing some genealogy research to see if maybe  I can find some of the Perez relatives but have not been successful in 
locating anyone at this time.  This is why I wanted to talk with you, maybe you can give me some leads.'" 
 
The research: 
Using the article Gloria sent me, I and Yolanda Aleman set to work.  This is what we found: 
 
      1.  The family was from Relampago and Mercedes 
      2.  Bacilio and his wife, Victoria were from Montemorelos, NL, Mex.;  
      3.  Bacilio---1940 Census lists wife, Victoria and daughter Jesusa Gonzales and her 3 children 
  (Lucia, Manuela & Juanito).  Place is Mercedes, Tex. 
      4.  Jesusa G. died in 1972 and is buried in the Relampago cemetery.  Her pallbearers are listed as 
  Rolando Cano, Ricardo Cano, Juan & Carlos Quintera ( Quintero), Juan & Roberto Rivera. 
  No other info on family is provided.  She and Manuela (#5) didn't go to Rotan, Tex. 
      5.   Daughter Manuela Perez died in 1975.  Informant on death certificate is listed as Serapio  
 Gonzales.  There is a Serapio Gonzales in FaceBook and from Mercedes, I messaged him  
 and  never heard from him. 
      6.  Manuel, who also died in the fire is found in the 1940 Census and in Mercedes.  Listed are  
 wife, Maria and children Lupe, San Juana and Victoria.  The child Lupe later marries  
 Alfredo Castillo in Arkansas.  Both died in the fire. 
      7.  Found a Serapio Gonzales, residence on Aug. 2005 in Mercedes, Tex. with possible rela
 tives, Apolinario Martinez and Pedro Salazar Gonzales. 
 
The need: 
   Any help you or your members can give us in  locating Perez family members would be very much 
appreciated.  Though the memorial took place last December, we were able to put together a Ba-
cilio Perez display which included 3 poster boards.  The boards included Bacilio's pedigree sheet, 
birth records, marriage records, death records, and such.  Wish I had taken a picture of the 
boards.  Gloria still has them.  If we ever find any living family members, we would very much want 
them to know that their family was thought of, and, of course, we would turn over all the information 
we found on Bacilio Perez and his family. 
 
The attachments are of the newspaper articles and one is information I found on Serapio Gonza-
les.  Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Mil gracias,                    
Minnie Wilson 
TGSA 
512-458-1038 

Buscando Primos 



Buscando Primos 
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Tips, Tops, and Other Enlightenments . . 

Research Tip      

Scanning documents is great and an excellent way to preserve them. But 
transcribing serves a purpose too. It forces you to actually READ the docu-
ment. That is a great way to notice phrases or words that sometimes get 
overlooked. And there are times when that one word or phrase can 
make all the difference. Transcribe something today. 
  
Source: Michael O' Neill @ http://

genealogytipoftheday.com/
index.php/2016/11/04/ 
 
Submitted by Ofelia Olsson 
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Recording your Celebrations . . .  

Family Reunion 
2015 

Descendents of  
Alfonso and  

Senaida  
Guillen 

Research question… Does a social security number from an 

immigrant ancestor prove he/she became a citizen? 

 

   First of all,  not only citizens can file for a social security num-

ber.  The Social Security Act of 1935, part of Franklin D. Roose-

velt’s New Deal, created unique social security numbers for each 

person so that the government could track worker’s wages to 

compute eligibility for benefits in the event of disability, retire-

ment, or death.  Social Security numbers were never intended to 

serve as a formal proof of citizenship. 
Source: Social Security Administration, 2016. 



What do research documents look like? 

Reading a Vintage Picture, circa 1960s 

At the movies . . . 
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Many times during  the holiday season and during cold weather,  families en-
joy the standard classics, but  for genealogy researchers, some movies 
standout. Avalon is the perfect movie for the season and for genealogy buffs.  
 

This autobiographical film was written, directed, and produced by Barry Lev-
inson in 1990 and centers on the stories told by his Russian Jewish immi-
grant grandfather Sam Krichinsky. The movie is set in the early 1950s and 
consists of successive Thanksgivings and Fourth of Julys, two quintessen-
tially American holidays, with one Christmas thrown in for good measure.  
 
Source:  Legacy Tree @ www.legacytree.com . January 15, 2017 http://app.getresponse.com/

click.html?x=a62b&lc=qpjLW&mc=JC&s=FZDL11&u=l6Hz&y=i&  

 The old saying “a picture is worth a thousand 

words” can actually be true when researching and 

looking for genealogical information.  The automo-

biles, the style of dress, the names of stores, 

and if you look closer the names of the streets 

are great clues to set the time and the place of 

the picture. Also the architecture and the amount 

of traffic could give you hints of the events tak-

ing place. In many cases, any older person can see 

what the younger person cannot see in a picture. 

What does this picture say to you? 

Death records of Civil War 
Soldiers in 1863. 

Enlistment record of 

confederate soldier 

in Victoria, TX. 

Submitted by Alfonso Guillen Jr.  

http://www.legacytree.com
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Now  

available! 

The new 

2016 
Journal ! 

Cameron County Marriage Index, Grooms, Vol I A-L 

$40        

Cameron County Marriage Index, Grooms,Vol II M-Z 

$40 

Cameron County Marriage Index, Brides, Vol I A-L 

$40 

Cameron County Marriage Index, Brides, Vol II M-Z 

$40 

 

San Fernando Tamaulipas, Mexico, Baptisms, 1854 

Indexed $50 

 

San Fernando Tamaulipas, Mexico, Baptisms, 1856 

Indexed $50 

 

2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Journals, $30 Each 

 

Testimonio de las Diligencias Practicadas En Rei-

nosa, 1767 $25 
 

Please note: A  $7.00 shipping and handling charge will be 

added  to each book listed above. 

 

Rancho Soliseño Cemetery, El Soliseño, Tamaulipas, Mexico 

$10, $3 S/H 

Once Upon a time—Mas Antes, Family Stories, Rio Grande Val-

ley, $20, $7 S/H 

Reynosa, Tamaulipas, Mexico Marriage Index Book III 1811-1823 

$ 35, $5 S/H 

Visit our website for order form or  

call Annie at  956-454-9419 

    $35  

 

Includes 

member-

ship dues 



About the Editor 
     As a retired educator my 
passions are God, family, 
reading, writing, gardening, 
and anything involving crea-
tivity. 
    I hope that in this newslet-
ter you discover worthwhile 
information to spark or con-
tinue your genealogy re-
search, and I welcome your 
ideas and suggestions.   
Please send your  submis-
sions, queries,  comments, or 
questions to m1guil-
len@yahoo.com.   

Rio Grade Valley Hispanic Genealogical Society 

Visit our website 

www.rgvhispanicgenealogicalsociety.com 

 Or  like us on   Facebook.com 

President: Mary Torres 

Vice-President:  Toni Garza 

Secretary: Vacant 

Treasurer: Annie Barrera 

Member: Dominga Q. Anguiano 

Member : Celia Quintanilla 

Member: Andreina Muniz 

 

Board of Directors 

 Advisory Board 

 Ofelia Olsson and 

 Irene Silva 

Help Wanted! 

 

RGVHGS is in need of volun-

teers to assist with ongo-

ing projects.  

  

Current projects include  

indexing obituaries, index-

ing Matamoros baptisms, 

maintaining a 

FaceBook 

page, and 

other edito-

rial tasks.  

 

 

Please send your genea-

logical or historial 

articles, pictures, 

documents, advise, 

tips, clues,  and/or 

resources to the editor 

at m1guillen@yahoo.com. 

With your input, this 

newsletter could better 

inform and assist the 

RGVHGS membership. 


