
Dear Members, 

 

As a 501(C)(3) non-profit organization, The Rio Grande Valley Hispanic Genea-

logical Society, is dedicated to promoting interest in Hispanic genealogy; assist-

ing members, and others engaged in family history research by providing oppor-

tunities to share Hispanic genealogical information and experiences; and by col-

lecting, protecting and preserving public and private Hispanic genealogical re-

cords and making them available to the genealogical community and the public. 

Our meetings and programs are free and the public is always welcome. Our 

membership drive for 2018 is currently underway - dues are $35.00 per calendar 

year, which includes a copy of the society's 2017 Journal, an electronic newsletter, 

and other benefits at no additional cost. I encourage you to invest in the future of 

our society by renewing your membership, by helping us to recruit new mem-

bers within your circle of friends and family, and by promoting the society at 

other events in the community.   

 

Our last meeting of the year will be on Sunday, November 19, 2017 at the Har-

lingen Public Library and the society has planned a special event for you, our 

members, to thank you for your  support. This is the one time a year when the 

agenda is flexible and we can just talk. There will be gifts and door prizes, time to 

ask questions, a display of trees/ pedigree charts, and refreshments. Please bring 

your pedigree charts, family trees, genealogy reports, family albums, other gene-

alogy related items, and cookies or other goodies to share with the group. 

 

Best wishes for the holiday season and for a happy and prosperous new year 

full of new family discoveries and connections! 

                                                                                          Mary Torres 

A message from the President 

2016 RGVHGS Journal Wins 1st Prize 

Rio Grande Valley Hispanic Genealogical Society 
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Researching our Family History  

at UTRGV 

By Sean Visintainer,  

Head of Special Collections  

 & Archives, UTRGV and  

Millie Hernandez, 

Special Collections Manager at 

UTRGV Brownsville 

 

 

 

The Molina Family History 

 

By 

 

Herb Canales 

Former Library Director  

and Columnist 

Corpus Christi, TX 

 
 

               July—Summer Vacation  
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Rootstech  201828 Feb-03 Mar 

201 

Calvin L. Rampton Salt Palace Con-

vention Center,  

Salt Lake, USA 

RGVHGS Meeting  

Coming Up: 

November 19, 2017 

January 21, 2018 

February 18, 2018 

 

The Society for Crpto Judaic Studies  

Hosts its 27th Annual Conference 

“The Crypto Jewish Experience  

in the Americas” 

November 5-7, 2017 

National Museum of Jewish History and at 

Mikveh Israel, the Historic Spanish and Portu-

guese Synagogue 

Philadelphia, PA 

3rd Annual  Symposium 

“Volando Juntos” 

Monday, October 23, 2107 

9:00 to 4:30  $15.00 

Cambria Hotel 

McAllen, TX 

Research Your Family Tree 

Presented by Mary Torres  

and Ofelia Olsson 

Sponsored by AARP Texas 

Tuesday, October 24, 2017  

Courtyard Marriott 6-8 PM 

Brownsville, TX   Free 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Embassy Suites 6-8 PM 

McAllen, TX   Free 

RSVP– 1-877-926-8300 

https://10times.com/saltlakecity-us/conferences
https://10times.com/usa/conferences
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Time to honor, and celebrate National 

Hispanic Heritage Month  

National Hispanic Heritage Month, September 15 to October 15, honors 

the culture, traditions and contributions of Americans who trace their 

roots to Spain, Mexico, and the Spanish-speaking nations of Central 

America, South America and the Caribbean. 

Today, 55 million people or 17 percent of the American population are of 

Hispanic or Latino origin. The theme for 2017 is “Shaping the Bright Fu-

ture of America.” (For more information visit https://

www.hispanicheritagemonth. org/) Join the City of Harlingen, the Consu-

late of Mexico in Brownsville and the City of Matamoros, Mexico, at the 

Harlingen Municipal Auditorium, 1204 Fair Park Blvd, Harlingen, TX 78550 

on Saturday, September 16 at 7 p.m. for the 16 de Septiembre, a civic 

ceremony and concert in celebration of the 207th anniversary of Mexico’s 

Independence. Featured artists will be Mariachi 7 Leguas and the Ballet 

Folklorico from Matamoros, “Esencia Tamaholipeca” Admission is free and 

doors open at 6:30 p.m. (Editor’s Note: Look out for events like this 

every year.) 

(Submitted by Mary Torres.) 
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Remembering Jose Cassiano                                                     by Jack Ayoub 

 

Window Display Sponsored by RGVHGS at The Harlingen Public Library  

      In honor of Italian Heritage and  Hispanic Heritage Month, Jose Cassiano of San Antonio should be re-

membered and honored for his contributions for the Texas War for Independence.  Born Giuseppi Cas-

sini in San Remo,Italy, in 1791, he came to San Antonio in the 1820*s and opened a general store.  

Giuseppi changed his name to Jose Cassiano and married into the prominent Menchaca family.  Cassiano 

became prosperous and bought land and properties around San Antonio. 

     During the siege and battle of Bexar (San Antonio), in Dec 1835, Cassiano gave the Texas army the use 

of his house for the officers as well as the supplies in his general store. Financial contributions were also 

made by Jose for the Texas army.   His    good friend, Capt Juan Seguin, asked him to spy for the Texas 

army when he was on his trips to Mexico for supplies.  Cassiano soon reported back to Seguin that Gen-

eral Santa Anna*s Mexican Army was marching to San Antonio.  Unfortunately, Lt Col Travis did not be-

lieve Cassiano*s report, but many of Seguin*s company of Tejanos did.  They asked Travis, their military 

commander, for permission to leave San Antonio so they could move their families out of harms way.  Re-

luctantly, Travis granted them permission on the condition that the Tejanos would come back to the 

Alamo.  However, most of them could not get back to the Alamo before General Santa Anna*s army encir-

cled the mission.   

( Jack Ayoub is a pharmacist in Harlingen.  He is a researcher and writer of Hispanic History, and a frequent contributor to this 

newsletter.)  
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It’s Hispanic Heritage Month, a time designated by Presidents Johnson and Reagan to 

focus on the cultural heritage of the large U.S. Hispanic-descent population. 

 

(Note: readers must know that citizens of Spanish Mexican descent originating in the 

Southwest are not immigrants to the U.S. Their dual (Indohispanic) ancestral footprints 

in New Mexico, Arizona, California, Colorado, and Texas were planted long before the 

U.S. took the land from Mexico in 1848. This fact separates them from sister U.S. Spanish

-surnamed groups that came later as immigrants.)  

 

Interestingly enough, this past June, my wife and I went to Santa Fe, New Mexico and 

while there attended a presentation on the 50th Anniversary of 1967’s Rio Arriba Court-

house Raid, Tierra Amarilla, New Mexico.  

 

Reies López Tijerina, the raid’s leader, is a rarely-mentioned public figure whose end-

less energies fighting injustice are embedded in southwest social history. 

 

Texas-born López Tijerina didn’t set out to make war against the government. Rather, 

the raid resulted from the second of his two main passions – (l) his dream to establish a 

religious community and (2) recovering New Mexico’s Spanish Mexican land grants 

(Mercedes) that the U.S. seized and kept after the U.S.-Mexico War of 1846-48. 

 

As to establishing a religious community, Rev. López Tijerina began preaching at a 

small church. Ultimately, he decided to isolate his flock in a self-contained cooperative; 

far-removed from (in his view) a corrupt social system. Unable to find affordable land in 

Texas, he moved his group to Arizona. 

 

A gifted speaker, he was persuaded to leave the pulpit and become a social justice ac-

tivist representing the large marginalized population he fondly called “el pueblo”. He 

was especially concerned that mainstream white society generally misread indige-

nous/mestizo people’s demeanor for weakness. His goal was to change that view. Later 

moving to New Mexico, he quickly became a target of the FBI and law enforcement 

agencies, and they used every means available to derail his mission. 

 

Consequently, he transitioned into his second passion – reclaiming Spanish land grants. 

After hearing heartbreaking reports, he set out to familiarize himself with the subject. 

 

Specifically, Native Americans and Spanish-descent land grant heirs had two main 

claims: (a) they accused the U.S. of deceptively nationalizing their ancestral lands and 

incorporating them into the Forest Service; and (b) after 1848, manipulative land finan-

ciers had methodically (at times brutally) robbed Nuevo Mexicano families of their 

lands. 

  

To Native Americans, it was an especially sore subject. Unfamiliar with European-style 

land ownership, they soon adapted and accepted the idea. Valuing their Spanish/

Mexican land grants as deeds to their communal lands, they wanted the U.S. to honor 

their titles, just as the Spanish and Mexican governments had done before 1848. 

 

Please note that in embracing Native Americans as blood-related kin within his um-

brella of “Indohispanos” (Indohispanics), their cause was crucial to Mr. López Tijerina. 

He wanted the world to know that bigotry against America’s original inhabitants pre-

ceded prejudice against other minority groups in the U.S. 

 López: The 

Voice of “El 

Pueblo”, 

Reies López 

Tijerina 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Published on  

September 3, 2017  

in the “Rio Grande 

Guardian.” 

 

Written by Jóse Lopez 
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In this respect, he expressed one of his greatest insights affecting the human rights struggle dilemma in the 

U.S.: Unless First Americans receive justice first, no other minority group will be so blessed. Sadly, both the 

struggle and dilemma continue to this day. 

 

Prepared with research collected in Mexico’s national archives, a list of U.S. violations of the Treaty of Guada-

lupe Hidalgo, and armed with the U.S. Constitution, Mr. López Tijerina shared with the people a bold plan to 

reclaim their lands and combine them in shared ownership. 

 

Confidently concluding that both the evidence and laws were on their side, the long land-claims pilgrimage 

appeared to be ending. Faithfully, the families relied on their charismatic leader, Reies Lopez Tijerina, to get it 

done! 

 

Shortly, Reies became concerned that the authorities weren’t engaging. So, taking matters into his own hands, 

on October 15, 1966 he led a group representing over 150 families and occupied San Joaquín del Rio de 

Chama land-grant territory for five days. Openly, they asked state authorities to do a title search. Ostensibly 

fearing the consequences, the Anglo-controlled state officials denied the request. 

 

Next, on June 5, 1967 he led armed members of his Alianza Federal de Mercedes group to the Rio Arriba 

Courthouse. Their intention was to confront the district attorney with a citizens’ arrest for ignoring the will of 

the people. 

 

Alas, things went terribly wrong from the start. Shots were fired, wounding two individuals. Hostages were 

taken, but later released. The State National Guard was mobilized and innocent civilians were arrested and 

jailed without being charged. 

 

On the run for several days in the very terrain they were fighting for, Reies López Tijerina turned himself in. 

Albeit at a great price, he brought world-wide attention to the U.S. illegal seizure of Spanish/Mexican land 

grants. Various hearings and court trials later, Reies was tried and sentenced to prison. After his release, he 

became a nationally-acclaimed human rights advocate.  

 

The Voice of El Pueblo died at the age of 88 on January 19, 2015 in El Paso, Texas. He never abandoned his 

strong view that the three branches of the U.S. government (executive, legislative, and especially judicial) 

deliberately denied justice for Native American and Spanish Mexican-descent land grant heirs. 

 

In retrospect, most 1960s Mexican-descent social justice leaders (Alianza Federal de Mercedes, Raza Unida, 

United Farm Workers Union, LULAC, American GI Forum, et al), Reies López Tijerina had admirers as well as 

detractors. 

  

To Southwest indigenous/Spanish land grant descendants, he renewed a sense of dignity, especially after the 

San Joaquín reclamation. Their steady support was essential during López  Tijerina’s days living as a fugitive. 

 

On the other hand, the Anglos generally didn’t like him. Worse, most affluent Hispanics of that time rejected 

him, repeating the Anglos’ false claim that he was a communist agitator. Ironically, the children of those same 

uncooperative Hispanics continue to pass through the doors of opportunity opened wide by 1960s activists. 

 

Quite honestly, few of us would have freely experienced a fraction of the suffering and deprivation that he, his 

family, and “bravos” followers endured throughout their justice journey. 

 

Was Reies López Tijerina controversial? Yes. Still, great leaders often apply unconventional means to get re-

sults.  Although land grants were not returned to their rightful owners (at least not yet), his success may be 

measured in other ways. 

                                                                                                                                                            

 

                                (Continue on next page.) 
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(Continued from page 7.) 

 

It’s not by accident that the 1960s brought human rights relief to the Southwest. In 

truth, civil, voting, education, fair employment, and equal housing legislation was 

passed, simply because Reies López Tijerina and fellow activists urged elected offi-

cials into writing and enacting those laws.  

 

Frankly, if you are a Spanish surnamed citizen whose family roots originate in the 

Southwest, have a high school/college education, eat at restaurants of your choice, 

and work/live where you wish, realize that human rights activists pioneered the 

way for you. 

 

 Truly, the multi-faceted narrative is fascinating. To get the story in his own heartfelt 

words, recommend you read his book, “They Called Me King Tiger (My Struggle for 

the Land and Our Rights)”, translated from the Spanish language and edited by José 

Angel Gutiérrez. 

 

 Also recommend the books (l) “Trespassers on our own Land” by Mike Scarbor-

ough. Using a detailed interview approach, it contains the first-person account of 

Juan Valdez, a key member of the historic Rio Arriba Courthouse Raid; and (2) “New 

Mexico’s Stormy History”, by Elmer Eugene Maestas, an excellent account of one of 

New Mexico’s Spanish colonial (land grant) pioneer settler families. 

  

Lastly, Hispanic Heritage Month 2017 and the 50th Anniversary of the Tierra Ama-

rilla Raid remind us why, as Mr. Scarborough appropriately articulates in his book, 

so many Native Americans and Spanish Mexican-descent citizens today still feel “as 

foreigners in their own homeland”. 

 

 

About the Author:  José “Joe” Antonio López was born and raised in Laredo, Texas, and 

is a USAF Veteran. He now lives in Universal City, Texas. He is the author of several 

books.  His latest are “Preserving Early Texas History (Essays of an Eighth-Generation 

South Texan)” and “Friendly Betrayal”. Books are available through Ama-

zon.com.  Lopez is also the founder of the Tejano Learning Center, LLC, and 

www.tejanosunidos.org, a Web site dedicated to Spanish Mexican people and events 

in U.S. history that are mostly overlooked in mainstream history books. 

 

Rio Grande Valley Hispanic Genealogical Society 

http://www.tejanosunidos.org/


 

The Best of Happenings                                                     by Mary Torres 

Cemeteries, a final resting place and resource for genealogy 

 There’s an adage in genealogy that says, “There are three deaths: the first is when the body ceases 

to function, the second is when the body is consigned to the grave, and the third is that moment, 

sometime in the future, when your name is spoken for the last time.” 

 I was keenly reminded of this last week when I visited the Harlingen City Cemetery at 1401 “F” 

Street to search for two grave sites as requested by individuals who needed assistance in locating 

their relatives final resting place. While the cemetery itself was in fairly good condition despite the 

extreme heat we have been experiencing, I was deeply saddened by the condition of some of the 

graves. 

 There were many headstones that were broken, some were sinking into the ground and others were 

strewn about in open spaces. 

 The cemetery was founded in 1912 on land donated by Lon C. Hill and deeded to the city in the 

1940s. 

 There have been numerous efforts over the years to beautify the cemetery and to record its burials. 

Cemeteries are an important resource for genealogists and it is a sign of honor and respect to visit 

your ancestors burial place. 

  The City of Harlingen is responsible only for the maintenance of the City Cemetery.  

 If you have a family member buried at the Harlingen City Cemetery, please visit their gravesite, 

make any repairs needed to the headstone, but most importantly, take your family and tell them 

about the life of the person who’s buried in that grave so that they won’t ever be forgotten. For more 

information about the cemetery and burial regulations please call the Harlingen Parks and Recrea-

tion Department at 956-216-5951.  

(“Happenings”  Mary Torres, Valley Morning Star, 2017) 
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(Submitted by Irene Silva) 

November 11, 2017   Remembering our Veterans 



 

Two Friends  

 It was the Fall Semester at San Benito High School in 1965 when I met Tomoteo “ Tito” Munoz 

Santiago, Jr. and Rodolfo “Rudy” Villafranco.  We were all in Coach Jim Taylor’s Physical Education 

class.  I recall we were going through the ritual of being assigned baskets for our PE clothes, playing 

Football, running laps, boxing on Fridays, laughing, joking and growing up together.  Tito was older 

than Rudy and I and the most athletic.  He was tall and slender and always easy to be with.  He would 

quarterback our team.  He lived in the barrio called “El Jardin” translated meaning “The Garden”.  Rudy 

was short and ruddy.  He was friendly to all unless he was ridiculed or embarrassed.  His mood would 

change from laughter to brashness in an instant but he was genuinely a good guy.  He lived at the Villa-

franco Ranch behind the “Cemeterio de El Nopal” the name of the San Benito Cemetery.  Once when I 

returned from the Christmas Holidays and upon going to Physical Education class the talk was that Tito 

Santiago had joined the Army.  Rudy did not attend the first week of class and Coach Taylor asked us if 

we knew anything about Rudy.  The following week, we heard that Rudy too had joined the Military.  We 

were not surprised as he was not much interested in school.  A few months later we received the news 

that Tito had been killed in Viet Nam.  It was a sad day for all of us, we missed him since he left and now 

we would never to see him again.  We worried about Rudy as we knew he was tough and brave and 

would not shirk from danger.  Rudy died a hero the following year yet another casualty of Viet Nam.  I 

remembered them both as I was sworn into the U.S. Army in 1971.  I remembered them when I first 

heard of the Viet Nam Memorial built in Washington D.C. and thought I might visit them there someday.  

This year, 52 years since I met Tito and Rudy, my wife and I visited Washington, D.C. for the first time.  

We went to the Viet Nam Memorial, and there we looked up my two friends from my youth.  There, I 

found their names proudly carved as examples of their patriotism and valor, now IMMORTAL for all to 

see.  As I looked upon their names, I looked at the shiny black marble and saw my reflection, in there 

with them, as I visited them one last time. 

Proud to have known Tito Santiago and Rudy Villafranco; 

Alfonso Guillen, Jr. 

Major (Retired) U.S. Army 

 

The Ultimate Sacrifice 
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DNA Tests on Sale 

AncestryDNA 

The DNA kit is currently selling for $79. It’s easy and comes with free shipping plus inter-

esting results .   Use this link to order your kit: myheritage.com 

FamilyTreeDNA 

FamilyTree.com is currently selling their DNA kits for $69 until further notice.  Use this 

link to order your kit: FamilyTreeDNA.com 

Genealogy Tips. . .  

Do not ever be afraid to email, call, or write a letter. You never know what records are hidden, un-advertised 

and relatively unknown, but contain a wealth of information not found anywhere else. Whether it’s a tiny 

church, a county courthouse, or a distant cousin rumored to be in possession of that family Bible – reach out! 

Remember to be courteous and, when appropriate, to compensate others for their efforts on your behalf. You 

never know what you’ll find.                               

Legacy.com 2017 

FACTS ABOUT US! 

Population  

57.5 million 
 

The Hispanic population of the United States as of July 1, 2016. This makes Hispanic 

Americans the nation’s largest ethnic or racial minority. Hispanics constituted 17.8 

percent of the nation’s total population with a median age of 29. 

Source: 2016 Population Estimates 

 

1.13 million 
 

Number of Hispanics added to the nation’s population between July 1, 2015, and July 

1, 2016. This number exceeds half of the approximately 2.23 million people added to 

the nation’s total population during this period. This represents a 2% increase in the 

Hispanic Population. 

Source: 2016 Population Estimates 

 

63% 
 

The percentage of Hispanic Americans who are of Mexican descent in 2015. 10% are 

of Puerto Rican background, 4% Cuban, 4% Salvadoran, 3% Dominican and 2% 

Guatemalan. The remaining 16% are from Central America, South America and other 

Hispanic origins. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 American Community Survey, Table B03001 

 

https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/PEP/2016/PEPSR5H?slice=Hisp~hisp!Year~est72016
https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/PEP/2016/PEPSR5H?slice=Hisp~hisp!Year~est72016
https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/PEP/2016/PEPSR5H?slice=Hisp~hisp!Year~est72016
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Map of Bee County Land Grants 1819                                (Provided by Herb Canales) 
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A historical novel about the plan of San Diego 

Learn about who traveled with Cortes  and 

helped him conquer the New World.  

Bill Neeley’s book A Tejano Knight: The 

Quest of Don Juan Seguin is facinating.   



RGVHGS Society Book Store 
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Includes Membership! 

Cameron County Marriage Index, Grooms, Vol I A-L $40 

Cameron County Marriage Index, Grooms, Vol II M-Z $40 

Cameron County Marriage Index, Brides, Vol I A-L $40 

Cameron County Marriage Index, Brides, Vol II  M-Z $40 

San Fernando Tamaulipas, Mexico, Baptisms, 1854 Indexed $50 

San Fernando Tamaulipas, Mexico, Baptisms, 1856 Indexed $50 

2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Journals, $30 Each 

Please note: A  $8.00 shipping and handling charge will be added to each  book listed above. 

Rancho Soliseño Cemetery, El Soliseño, Tamaulipas, Mexico $10, $3 S/H 

Once Upon a time—Mas Antes, Family Stories, Rio Grande Valley, $20, $8 S/H 

Reynosa, Tamaulipas, Mexico Marriage Index Book III 1811-1823 $ 35, $8 S/H 

Getting Started with Hispanic Genealogy Research Cheat Sheet 

$10.00+2.00 S/H 

Cruillas Births Civil Registrations 1870-1902, $25.00+8.00 S/H 

Nuestra Señora del Refugio, Matamoros, Tamaulipas Baptisms 

1800-1850, $50.00+8.00 S/H 

Testimonio de la Diligencias Practicadas en Reinosa 1767 (Legal Proceedings in 

Awarding the Porciones) $25.00+$8 S/H 

Please mail orders to : 

RGV Hispanic Genealogical Society 

c/o Annie Barrera 

P. O. Box 371, San Benito, TX  78586 

$50.00 plus ship-

ping 

Index Format 

Appx. 13,000 

New Book! 
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Your Address Line 2 
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Board of Directors 

President: Mary Torres 

Vice-President:  Toni Garza 

Secretary: Ofelia Olsson 

Treasurer: Annie Barrera 

Member: Dominga Q. Anguiano 

Member : Celia Quintanilla 

Member: Andreina Muniz 

 

www.rgvhispanicgenealogicalsociety.com 

 Or  like us on   Facebook.com 

 

Advisory Board Members 

 Irene Silva 

Maria Esther Guillen 

A note from the Editor 

      As a retired educator my passions are God, family, 

reading, writing, gardening, and anything involving 

creativity. I hope that in this newsletter you discover 

worthwhile information to spark or continue your 

genealogy research, and I welcome your ideas and 

suggestions.  Please email me what you like or do not like 

about our newsletter, and I will continue to work to 

improve it.  I appreciate your input!. Send me your stories, 

submissions, queries, comments, or questions to 

m1guillen@yahoo.com.       

        Best regards,  

                            Maria Esther Guillen 


