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Dear Members,  
 
Programs and activities for 2015 are well underway and I am once again asking for your help.  I am 
proud of this society and grateful to its founders for the care and foresight they took in establishing  
the society, but also for obtaining non-profit status for the organization. 
  

However, there are many areas in where your assistance would be invaluable. The society needs to 
improve and maintain its presence on social media sites, increase its community outreach by pre-
senting to schools, libraries and civic  organizations, sponsor beginner's classes, organize fund rais-
ing activities, and continue its indexing and book publishing projects.   
  

There are two ways in which you can help now:  1. The Harlingen Public Library is sponsoring  a 
"Community Celebration" in honor of National Library Week on April 18 from 4 to 8 PM. Our society 
will have a table at this event and volunteers are needed to distribute information and talk to the 
public, and 2. Carlos Cantu, Chairman of the Journal Committee is ready to receive your submis-
sions for the 2015 Journal - deadline is July 1, 2015. 
  

If we all work together, we can make this the best society in Texas. Please contact me or any of the 
other board members and we will be happy to talk with you about other volunteer oppor-
tunities. 
 

Mary Torres 



The host hotel for the Villas de San Agustin Genealogical Society has changed.  La Posada Hotel at 1000 Zara-

gosa Street will accept your reservations for $99 a night which includes a full breakfast.  Call 956-722-1701 to 

make your reservations.  Ask for Maria Maldonado and the San Agustin room rate. So plan on attending the 

next conference.  It will be held on October 8-10, 2015 in Laredo.  Registration is $75 until August 31.  Late 

registration fee of $85 will be in effect after that. Program events include Las Villas del Norte Tour, lectures, 

cine mejicano, lively entertainment and a taste of Laredo. A banquet is also being planned. Although there is no 

information regarding the conference speakers to date, stay tuned to the website for information when it be-

comes available: www.vslgs.org  
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Meeting Dates 
 

April 19—Mario Davila 

 

May 17— Danny Villarreal 

 

June 28—Jose Ramon Palacios  

 

July 19– Surname Presentation 

 

August– TBA 

 

September—TBA 

 

October—TBA 

 

November—Workshop 

Visit our FACEBOOK page 

VENUE CHANGE FOR LAREDO CONFERENCE 

Advisory Board Members: 

Toni Garza 

Ofelia Olsson 

Irene Silva 

Kimberly Olsson Wyatt, Attorney 

 

Website: 

Jason Paul Olsson 

 

Newsletter: 

Ofelia Olsson 



Volume 6 Issue 2        15 April  2015        Page 3 

BRICK WALLS 

RESEARCH TIP  GOOGLE TIP 

Pinterest and Other APPs 

JOURNAL 

I’m always looking for ways to improve my online ge-

nealogy research.  One of them is to find ways to use 

google effectively.  The following are some tips I’ve 

found along the way: 

1. Include a tilde before the term you want to find varia-

tions of.  For example ~Cavazos Genealogy will also 
yield Cavazos family history, etc. 

2. Set a date range.  Use a “numrange” to narrow your 

search to a particular time period; for example: Lino 

Cavazos 1780...1890 

3. Try the  Advanced Search form  

4. Use Google Books search. 

Mapping it out in Pencil 

 

Sometimes it is simply faster to mark up a map with what 

you know--especially when people of the same name are 

moving around and appearing in a variety of records. 

Failing to acknowledge geography can cause problems. 
And sometimes it is simply faster to notate in pencil as 

you are thinking. There will always be time later to make a 

neat copy if necessary.  Sometimes making a neat copy 

slows me down and I lose my train of thought.  I always 

have blank copies of maps on paper so I can start taking 

notes "geographically" when necessary. 

(c) Michael John Neill, "Genealogy Tip of the Day," http://
genealogytipoftheday.blogspot.com, 23 Mar 2015. 

 

I have several brick walls, not just one.  I had been looking for Clara de la Garza for about 15 years.  I knew that she was 

the wife of Jose Angel Chavez and the mother of several children including my great grandfather.  I had his baptismal and 

his marriage documents and they both named his mother.  In my great uncle’s  second marriage document, it stated that his 

mother was still living and for a long time I assumed that she also lived in El Soliseño along with Evaristo, my great grand-

father’s brother.  I made this assumption based on the way I read the marriage document.  It read “… Evaristo, hijo legitimo 

de Jose Angel Chavez difunto y de Clara Garza que vive con Guadalupe Cruz…”  I assumed that she lived with the bride in 
El Soliseño.  I should’ve read it as “… y de Clara Garza que vive, con Guadalupe Cruz…”  Anyway, I knew that the family 

was originally from Santiago, Nuevo Leon, Mexico.  Alas, the marriages that took place between 1841-1854 were not on 

family search and no film was listed for those years.   I calculated that the marriage had to have taken place during that time 

because Jose Angel would’ve been between 14 and 27 years old based on his baptismal document.  Two weeks ago I came 

across the information that if you wanted a search of Santiago marriages to contact this researcher in Monterrey.  His fee 

was $10 per document and any amount you wanted to give him as a tip.  I contacted him (by e-mail) in the morning with 

names and dates and he answered within an hour.  By that afternoon, he wrote that he had the document.  I got so excited, I 
started shaking.  I asked him for instructions on how to send the money since I didn’t have any experience with that.  The 

next morning, I went to Western Union and sent the money.  I e-mailed him and asked if he could send the marriage docu-

ment by e-mail when he received the money.  He did and I had it in my hand.  He told me that he would send the paper 

copy by mail after the priest signed it.  I have been able to go back two generations on Clara’s family since then.  If you 

would like more information, please send me an e-mail : orolsson@rgv.rr.com  The archives personnel offer other services.  

They are located in Monterrey.  

Of interest: 

http://www.ww1photos.com 

http://www.the historium.com/blog/organizationcheatsheet 

Search YouTube for genealogy including uploads from Ancestry 

Please submit your journal pedigree chart, genealogy report or other things of genealogical interest to Carlos Cantu for 

insertion into this year’s journal.  The guidelines for submission are: 

FILE TYPES:  Single complete file that includes all text, tables, figures and/or Photos in MS-Word (.doc or .docx) or  

                          RTF/text format 

FONT:     Times or Arial only 

TEXT:      Single-spaced, left-justified 
PAGE LAYOUT:  1-inch margins on all sides and NO page numbers or Header/footer  

Please send them to cantu_carlos@hotmail.com OR Annie Barrera at barreraannie16@gmail.com Or Ofelia Olsson at 

orolsson@rgv.rr.com Or Mary Torres at torresmaro@att.net 
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Defunciones 

 

21 Feb 1668 

Monterrey  

Deceased: Blas de La Garza Falcon. Español (son of Marcos Alonso de la 

Garza and Juana Treviño) 

Beatriz Gonzalez de la Garza, widow 
Source: FamilySearch.org. Defunciones 1668-1752, Film 605195, Image 7 

 

Marriage Dispensations of Guadalajara 

 

 

See how many facts this dispensation has:  Ascencio was born about 1674; Bartolome is deceased by this date; Isabel Flores 

de Valdez is Maria Guajardo’s mother, Francisco is Lucia de Treviño’s father; etc.   
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A great little hardcover book for your library is Co-

lonial Spanish Texas and Other Essays by Dr. Lino 

Garcia, Jr.  It’s very inexpensive and it’s available 

from the author.  Send a check for $15.00 with your 

name and address to: Dr. Lino Garza, Jr., 1723 W. 
Smith, Edinburg, TX. 78541 

 

Another book worth having is Preserving  Early 

Texas History (Essays of an Eighth Generation 

South Texan) by Jose Antonio “Joe” Lopez .  It is 

$21.59 and is  available from Amazon. It’s also 

available in hardcover. 
 

Cortina’s Raiders Census Searches 

BOOK RECOMMENDATION 

You never know where you’re going to find your ances-

tors.  One of our presenters a couple of years ago pre-

sented on his family named Champion.  He read aloud 

one of his family’s keepsakes which was a written state-

ment to the local authorities about a raid by some of 

Cortina’s raiders.  In it, his ancestor named several peo-

ple that he recognized.  One of them was my gggrandfa-

ther’s brother.  That led me to read the book by Dr. Jerry 

D. Thompson titled Juan Cortina and the Texas-Mexico 

Frontier 1859-1877.  In his book, he lists Cortina ‘s 

Brownsville raiders and the Cortinistas indicted in the 

deaths of Jesus Montes and John Fox.  Listed below are 

some of Cortina’s Raiders: 

Ignacio Abrego 

Monico Abrego 

Jesus Balli 

Tomas Cabrera 

Severiano Garcia 

Juan Antonio Longoria 

Matias Sanchez 

Jose Maria Treviño 

Alejos Vela 

Juan Vela 

Listed below are Cortinistas indicted in the deaths of Je-

sus Montes and John Fox: 

Francisco Balli 

Eugenio Cano 

Martin Cavazos 

Hilario Garza 

Florencio Guerra 

Hilario Longoria 

Macedonio Longoria 

Antonio Medrano 

Enrique Medrano 

Pablo Treviño 

Salvador Vela 

For the complete lists, read the book by Dr. Thompson. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP 

A committee has been formed to set up the guidelines for  a scholarship that the Society will offer to a graduating senior in the 

spring of 2016.  Plans so far are to offer two $500 scholarships.  As always our mission is to create genealogical interest in our 

young people.  Therefore, part of the criteria will be to require either a four or five generation chart.   

If you would like to serve on the fundraising committee, please e-mail Mary Torres at torresmaro@att.net 

If you would like to donate to the scholarship fund, please send your check to: 

Rio Grande Valley Hispanic Genealogical Society 
c/o Annie Barrera, Treasurer 

P. O. Box 371 

San Benito, Texas 78586 

Please write scholarship donation on the memo line of your check. 

When Mary and I visited Salt Lake City last year, we 

attended one of the classes that the library holds each 

day.  The session gave me lots of ideas as to how to 

use the Census information more effectively.  One idea 

has to do with the search failing to find the ancestor 

you seek.  Census search techniques in case the first 
search fails: 

1. Begin a search with minimal information—not too 

much or too little search information. 

2. Exact matches only. 

3. Wildcards?* (at least three letters usually must be 

specified. 

4. Initials, middle names, and nicknames. 
5. Change vowels, try double letters, and phonetic 

substitues. 

6. Search competing internet indexes, or book index-

es. 

7. Search for relatives (or neighbors) 

8. Search by given name only, or without a name (by 

occupation), 
9. Browse the census page by page (especially in rural 

areas) without the indexes. 

10.  Search census substitutes like tax records, or direc-

tories. 
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Speakers for the Months of February and March 

 

 

Dr. Rodolfo J. Walss was the February 2015 speaker.    He presented his book, Pride and Dignity: The Saga of 

Cheno Cortinas. 

DAR Presentation 

 

Ms. Mary Anthony Startz presented to the society in March.  It was a wonderful presentation and we are hold-

ing our breath until all the donativos list is photographed and indexed.  Then we can all apply to the DAR.  



 Genealogical Will 
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My Genealogical Will 

For Preserving My Family History 

 

To my spouse, children and/or heirs, guardian, administrator or executor: 

 

Upon my death, it is requested that you DO NOT dispose of any or all of my genealogical 

records, both those prepared personally by me and those prepared by other, which may be 

in my possession.  This includes but is not limited to books, paper and/or computer files, 

notebooks, correspondence, audio/visual items, photographs, and documents, for a period 

of two years. 

 

During this two-year period, please attempt to identify one or more persons who would be 

willing to take custody of said materials and the responsibility of maintaining and continu-

ing the family histories. 

 

Parties to contact regarding the assumption of the custody of these items include but are 

not limited to:   

Name             Address     Telephone 

___________________________   _________________________   _________________ 

___________________________    _________________________  _________________ 

___________________________    _________________________   ___________ ______ 

 

In the event that you find no one to accept these materials, please contact the institutions 

listed below, in order, and determine if they will accept part or all of my genealogical ma-

terials. 

Institution Name         Address (contact person)   Telephone 

___________________________    _________________________  __________________ 

___________________________    _________________________  __________________ 

___________________________    _________________________  __________________    

 

Please remember that my family history studies consumed a great deal of time, travel, and 

money.  Therefore it is my strong desire that the product of these efforts be preserved and 

allowed to continue in a manner that will make them available to others in the future. 

 

Signature       Witness 

__________________________________          __________________________________ 

Date______________________________          Date______________________________ 

 

 

I found this on Pinterest and really liked the idea.  Several friends have died in the last couple of years and made no arrange-

ments or their wishes known to family members.  Many times the family is still in mourning and makes quick decisions regard-

ing the work of a loved one.  I want my family to make an informed decision regarding my personal library.  I’m going to attach 

this Genealogical Will to my personal will so that my wishes will be followed.  Please consider this for yourself. 

I have found many things in Pinterest that I think are great ideas. 



Archives of the Rio Grande Valley and South Texas 

Compiled by Mary Torres 
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The following list is by no means complete, but will give you an idea of the archives that exist for genealogical research in the Lower Rio Grande 

Valley and South Texas. (Before scheduling a research trip, please contact the institution or facility for current information and policy changes.)  

 

Brownsville Historical Association 

1325 E Washington St 

Brownsville, TX 78520 

956-541-5560 (phone) 

info@brownsvillehistory.org (email) 

 

Brownsville Heritage Museum portrays visual images of the historical evolution of the city and surrounding regions from discovery and exploration 

up to the first half of the 20th Century. The photographs, maps, costumes, and artifacts provide a unique perspective on various aspects of Browns-

ville life, ranging from street scenes and education to transportation and ranching. The museum opened in 2002 and was reinterpreted in 2009 with 

hands-on interactive displays. The Heritage Museum also houses the Yolanda Gonzalez Memorial Collection: Genealogy Archives of Nuevo Santan-

der, La Tienda Gift Shop and the administrative offices of Brownsville Historical Association. The Museum also hosts numerous presentations, musi-

cal performances, and book signings.  

Contact: Tara Putegnat 

 

Market Square Research Center (By appointment only) 

1150 Market Square, Brownsville, TX 78520  www.brownsvillehistory.org 

956-546-4242  

 

Built in 1850, Market Square opened as an open air market in 1852. Even after being damaged by a hurricane in 1867, Market Square continued to 

operate as a market on the first floor and city offices on the second.  By the 1940s, the stalls had been closed in, turning Market Square into just an-

other enclosed building downtown. In early 2009 Market Square was leased to the Brownsville Historical Association and became the home of 

BHA's collections and archives. The vaults of Market Square house one of the largest South Texas photograph collections in the Rio Grande Val-

ley.  Additionally, the archives are home to numerous documents include the Frank Cushman Pierce Papers and the A.A. Champion Collection and 

fine art, historical costumes and furniture. 

Contact: Tara Putegnat 

Old City Cemetery Center 

600 E. Jackson St. (Corner of 6th and Monroe) 

Brownsville, TX 78520 956-541-1167 

 

The mission of the Old City Cemetery Center is to advance lifelong learning opportunities about the history, architecture, art, genealogy and folk art 

customs of the Brownsville Historic City Cemetery and the surrounding Buena Vida Neighborhood through exhibits, cultural events, and educational 

programs. In conjunction with the Brownsville Public Library, the Old City Cemetery Center is the new home for the Escandon Genealogy Collec-

tion.  This collection includes marriage records, cemetery information, and other related research books and files for Brownsville, the state of Texas 

and the U.S.  In addition, researchers will have access to online genealogy databases such as an ancestry.com. 

Contact: Gene Fernandez   

 

 

The University of Texas Brownsville Library 

Arnulfo L. Oliveira Student Center Room # 114 

One West University Boulevard, Brownsville, Texas 78520 http://www.utb.edu/library 

 

Special Collections and Archives: The Archive serves to educate and provide research opportunities to those studying the history of Brownsville, 

Texas, Fort Brown, the Lower Rio Grande Valley, Northern Mexico, and the Mexican War and includes material such as the Palo Alto Collection and 

the Judge Reynaldo Garza Collection. 

Contact: Millie Hernandez, Events & Exhibits Coordinator 

   956-882-7104, Milagro.Hernandez@utb.edu  

 

The University of Texas-Pan American Library 

1201 W University Dr., Edinburg, TX 78539  http://lib.utpa.edu 

 

Lower Rio Grande Valley & Special Collections: Special Collections is on the first floor of the Library next to the Circulation Desk. Special Col-

lections houses collections that are special, either because they refer to the geographic region of the Lower Rio Grande Valley, or because it is  was 

received as a complete collection, such as the Holman Collection, or because the books and materials are rare and unique.  

Contact: Janette Garcia, Special Collections Librarian,  956-381-2799, archives@utpa.edu 

 

Border Studies Archive 

The Border Studies Archive is located on the third floor of the library. The Border Studies Archive  houses collections focused on the folklore, histo-

ries and lives of people living along the U.S.-Mexican border in South Texas. Collections include aural, material and visual documentation related to  

Border Music,  construction of the Border Wall and Border Security more generally, Latinas and Politics,  Spanish Land Grants, Traditional Mexican 

American Folklore and Visual Border Studies.  

Contact: Servando Z. Hinojosa, Ph.D., Curator-Director, 956-665-2909    

      hinojosas@utpa.edu 
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Archives of the Rio Grande Valley and South Texas 

Compiled by Mary Torres  
(continued from previous page) 

Microfilm/Microfiche Collections  

Periodicals on microfiche are arranged alphabetically by title in self-serve cabinets on the third floor of the library. Journals and Valley and other area 

newspapers on microfilm are shelved alphabetically by title. Census data, journals, and books reproduced on microfilm are also available.  

 

 

The Margaret H. McAllen Memorial Archives (MHMMA) 

Museum of South Texas History 

200 N Closner Blvd 

Edinburg, Texas 78541 

 

The Margaret H. McAllen Memorial Archives (MHMMA) is home to thousands of photographs and historical documents of South Texas. These docu-

ments and other materials are available for research by appointment only. Reproduction of photographs are available for purchase (certain terms apply.) 

Contact: Phyllis Kinnison, Archivist, 956-383-6911, Hours: 10 AM - 12 PM & 1 - 3 PM 

       www.mosthistory.org 

 

Webb County Heritage Foundation 

500 Flores Ave. 

Laredo, TX 78041 

956-727-0977 

heritage@webbheritage.org 

 

Historical Archives (by appointment only) contain resources which focus primarily on  

the history, people, and activities of  Webb County and Laredo communities. It includes materials on the history of Texas and Mexico which led to the 

settlement and development of this area. The Collections include over 1,300 books, periodicals, other serial publications, transcripts, maps, pamphlets, 

and over 460 research files relating to the history of the community, as well as a collection of over 3,000 photographic images.  

If you are not able to visit in person, the Webb County Heritage Foundation offers research services for a fee. 

Contact: Christina Saucedo, Archives, Manager, 956-727-0977, davila@webbheritage.org. 

 

Texas A&M International University 

Sue and Radcliffe Killam Library 

5201 University Blvd. • Laredo, TX 78041 

956-326-2404  / Fax: 956-326-2399 

 

Special Collections and Archives contain materials relating to the history of Laredo, including the Republic of the Rio Grande Research Archive and 

the Lupita Ramírez Genealogy Research Collection. 

Contact: Jeanette Hatcher, Special Collections Librarian, 956 326-2404,    

    jhatcher@tamiu.edu 

 

South Texas Archives & Special Collections 

James C. Jernigan Library 

1050 University Blvd 

Kingsville, TX 78363 

(361) 593-3416 

 

The archive was established to preserve and to make available to the public, documentary materials regarding the cultural, geographical, political, and 

natural history of South Texas and Northern Mexico. 

Contact: Sandra Rexroat, Director, 361-593-4154 or s-rexroat@tamul.edu 

 

Mary and Jeff Bell Library 

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 

6300 Ocean Drive 

Corpus Christi, TX 78412-5702 

361-825-2609 

 

The Special Collections and Archives office of the Mary and Jeff Bell Library at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi is located on the second 

floor (Room 205.) Its primary focus is to locate, acquire, preserve, and make available to researchers materials that document the development of Cor-

pus Christi and its South Texas environs. Its holdings include items dealing with history, urban and ethnic studies, literature, folklore, art, photography, 

government, anthropology, sociology, education, the sciences, business, and other disciplines. The Archive contains approximately 20,000 books, peri-

odicals, and other printed primary and secondary items dealing with Corpus Christi, South Texas, Texas and Mexico.  

Contact: Ann Hodges, Librarian and University Archivist,  ann.hodges@tamucc.edu,   

    (361)825-2301. 

 

Other research facilities include:  

Harlingen Arts & Heritage Museum,  

Harlingen Public Library, 

Cameron County Clerk's Office 

Harlingen Dept of Vital Statistics 

Family History Center, A Branch Facility of the Family History Library  
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Reynosa Marriages Found in Camargo Records 
 

Please send all submissions to the newsletter, queries, comments or questions to orolsson@rgv.rr.com  

Queries 

Looking at other records of nearby churches might yield fabulous results.  As are many of us, I am sure, I am disappointed that 

there are not enough records in Reynosa.  I am always searching for the family of Joseph Longoria and Geronima Aldape and 

several years ago I found this document in the records of Camargo which took place in Reynosa.  It lists the marriages of sev-

eral people including Joseph Francisco Cabassos and Anna Josepha Balli, Diego de la Garza and Maria Victoria Cantu, Domin-

go Gutierrez de los Santos and Maria Josepha Gonzalez, Diego Longoria and Maria Rita Tixerina, Santiago de Torres and Ma-

ria Magdalena de Cano.  Each marriage is followed by a couple of pages of “declaraciones”.  The preface to these marriages 
reads:  “Sinco dilig.s matrimoniales que se presentaron en este juridiccion de la Villa de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe de Rey-

nosa siendo Mitro (?)(ministro?) de ella M.R.P.P. M… Fr. Augustin Fragoso.  Año de 1751.”  Diego Longoria’s marriage is on 

Image 18. * Now if someone out there has found the marriage of Josepha Longoria and wants to share, I’ll gladly accept. Look 

in Camargo for othe Reynosa records. 

*Source:  FamilySearch.org.  Camargo, Tamaulipas, Mexico, Informacion Matrimonial  1751. 

@2010-2015 Ofelia Olsson. All Rights Reserved.  No part of this publication may be reproduced or stored in a retrieval system in  any form or by any means without the prior written 

permission of the copyright owner.


