
As we celebrate our ninth year as a genealogy group and the sixth year as a 501(c)(3) 

non-profit genealogical society, it doesn't really seem that long ago when a group of 

friends who were meeting at the Family History Center in Harlingen to do genealogical 

research, envisioned the formation of this society. The founding members, Ofelia Olsson, 

Santos Canales, Irene Silva and the late Frances Sauceda, asked the Tip O' Texas Ge-

nealogical Society if it would support a Hispanic Genealogy Interest Group, and its 

board agreed. Membership in the group grew rapidly, and in 2010 the Rio Grande Valley 

Hispanic Genealogical Society was formally organized as an independent not-for-profit 

corporation.   

 

Membership in the society has remained steady; monthly meetings are held, except in  

December, with speakers and programs relevant to Hispanic research; materials continue 

to be indexed and books published, including an annual Journal; a quarterly newsletter 

is sent to members. In 2012, this then a fledgling society, hosted a very successful 

Texas State Hispanic Genealogical and Historical Conference, and in 2016, we awarded 

our first annual scholarship to a graduating high school senior.  

 

 The election of officers for 2017-2018 will take place at the October 16, 2016, and I 

urge you to  become involved in the management of the society and insure its future 

by running for office or by volunteering to serve on a committee.  

 

Some of us will be attending the Annual State Hispanic Genealogical Conference in Cor-

pus Christi, October 6-8.  If you haven't made plans to attend, I encourage you to do 

so. Early registration ends August 31. We will have a vendor table to sell memberships 

and publications, so if you do go, come by and lend a hand. 

 

Mary Torres, President 

Spanish American Genealogical 

Association  
37th ANNUAL TEXAS STATE HISPANIC 
GENEALOGICAL AND HISTORICAL 

CONFERENCE OCTOBER 6-8, 2016 

HOLIDAY INN MARINA 

707 N. SHORELINE BLVD, CORPUS CHRISTI, TX 

PHONE:  (361) 882-1700 

 

 President’s Message   

Upcoming Presenters: 

 

July 17  -  Mari Hurtado, “Origins of the                      

Hurtado Family Name” 

August 21  -  Alfredo Cardenas 

September 18  -  TBA 

October 16  -  Mary Torres 

November 20  -  Member Appreciation 
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First Annual  Spring Scholarship Luncheon and Style Show a Big Success! 

 

 

Dr. Arturo Cavazos, Har-

lingen Superintendent of 

Schools was the keynote 

speaker. 

 
 

The student musical group  

Estudiantina from San Benito High 

School provided the entertainment. 

Luncheon participants enjoy  

the activities. 

 

These lovely ladies  

modeled fashions from Bec’s 

and Lionel’s . 

Dr. Cavazos and Ms. Dominga 

Anguiano enjoy the delicious 

chicken parmesan. 
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First Scholarship Awarded at the May 16, 2016 Meeting 

RGV Hispanic Genealogical Society was proud to 

announce the recipient of the first annual scholarship. 

Ysabella Senaida Ramirez-Guillen, a 2016 graduate 

of La Feria High School.  She will be attending Texas A & 

M University at College Station in the fall, majoring in Bio-

medical and Physical Sciences.  Miiss Ramirez-Guillen is an 

Advanced-Placement Scholar and a National Hispanic Merit 

Scholar. 

As part of the scholarship application she penned 

the following essay: 

Learning about my ancestors has granted me 

greater insight into my family’s culture and has strength-

ened my pride in my family and my lineage. All of my life 

I have been interested in and intrigued by the history of 

my family. Both sets of grandparents have told me count-

less genealogical stories an numerous amount of times, 

but they have never and will never lose my interest.  

Every family has their own subtle type of unique familial culture separate from the culture of their eth-

nicities. In learning about my ancestors, I have learned about the unique aspects and histories of my family. On 

my father’s side there are roots that extend to Mexico, Spain, and France. On my mother’s side, my ancestral 

roots extend to Mexico, Spain, Ireland, and Africa. My American roots extend back to the times of the Native 

Americans and my roots to the United States extend back to the 1800s. Recently my grandfather, Alfonso 

Guillén, learned the originations of his DNA. To our surprise, he is estimated to be 8% African, 39% American 

(Native American), 47% European, 1% Pacific Islander, 4% west Asian, and 2% Caucasian. Three of my ancestors 

on my mother’s side served in the United States Civil War as Confederate soldiers. On my father’s side, my 

grandmother’s mother lost her mother in at the age of three in 1913 from yellow fever as they were crossing 

into the United States to seek asylum from the Mexican Revolution. These stories, which range from hard field 

labor to eloping lovers, extravagant balls, conspiracies, child-hating cows, vigilante/activist outlaws, and violent 

arsonist-bandits, have all allowed me to gain true insight to my family’s culture.   

From this enlightenment I have gained immense pride in who and what I am because of who and what 

my ancestors were. They endured the hardships and characteristics involved with each era they lived in. They 

fought in wars and escaped from wars. Many of my ancestors have served our nation. They, both men, women, 

and children, spent hours laboring in fields to support themselves and persevered through the extreme prejudice 

and poverty that came with being Hispanic at the time. Most of my ancestors lived in small, one-to-two-room 

houses with dirt floors and had to suffice with whatever resources they had or could attain. They made them-

selves clothes out of potato and/or flour sacks. My grandma, Beatrice Ramirez, would make herself and her dolls 

dresses out of these sacks, especially if the sacks were adorned in floral prints. My ancestors raised livestock 

and grew crops for subsistence. They ate simple meals such as a bean taco and occasionally added some meat 

if they could afford to. Most of my ancestors were not able to or not allowed to attain sufficient education. Nev-

ertheless, my ancestors endured. 

If my ancestors had not lived the way they had lived or been who they had been, I would not be who I 

am today. Their commendable lives of strength, endurance, and perseverance have made me unexplainably proud 

of my roots, of my identity as both a Ramirez, a Guillén, and most importantly a Hispanic.     

Pictured above are Dominga Anguiano, Scholarship 

Committee Chairwoman, Society President Mary 

Torres, and the scholarship recipient Ysabella 

Senaida Ramirez—Guillen. 
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Hispanic Voices    Guest Writer: Jack Ayoub 
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The Valley and Mexico will all be remembering and celebrating Cinco de 

Mayo when General Ignacio Zaragosa and his 4,000 Mexican soldiers de-

feated the 6,000 French Imperialists at the Battle of Puebla. 

But who remembers the 180-year anniversary of the Battle of San Jacinto on 

April 21, 1836? 

Gen Sam Houston and his Texan and Tejano soldiers defeated General Santa 

Anna and his Mexican Army, taking only nine fatalities while killing more than 

630 and taking more than 600 prisoners, to win independence for Texas. 

I hope I was not the only one flying the Texas flag that day. 

However, May 8 is the 170-year anniversary of the Battle of Palo Alto, the 

first major battle of the Mexican-American War, which was fought between 

Los Fresnos and Brownsville. 

Gen. Zachary Taylor with about 2,200 soldiers defeated Gen Mariano Arista 

and his 3.400 Mexican soldiers using the “flying artillery,” smaller and more 

maneuverable cannons that were promoted by Major Sam Ringold. 

Unfortunately, Ringold was fatally shot by a Mexican cannonball that went 

through his right leg, his horse that he was riding, and exited through his left 

leg. On May 9, the Americans and the Mexican soldiers would fight hand to 

hand at the Battle of La Palma with the Americans winning that battle also. 

If anyone would like to learn more about those brave soldiers who fought 

170 years ago, live historians and re-enactors will be firing the American 

cannons and Mexican soldiers that will be marching, drilling, and firing their 

brown-bess muskets for all the visitors at the Palo Alto Battlefield on FM 511 

and Paredes Road on Saturday, May 7, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Mexico always remembers to honor their brave soldiers who fought and died 

for Mexico. Why shouldn’t we remember our brave soldiers who fought and 

died for Texas and America? (Editor’s Note: This article was first published in the Valley 

Morning Star on May 5, 2016.) 

Jack Ayoub, a member of RGVHGS,  is a Harlingen pharmacist and a Valley historian. 

 

 

 

 



Current Events 
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Our membership enjoyed the monthly meeting pre-

senters for April, May, and June. 

Mary Torres presented a certificate of 

appreciation to Mr. Ayoub who is pic-

tured here with Mr. de la Fuente and 

Mr Mr. Trevino. 
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 Jose (Joe) Lopez    

“Mexicans” are Americans, Too 
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Sinking deeper in a bigotry pit he dug himself, Donald Trump persists in 

attacking the dignity of minority group citizens, implying they are less American 

because of their racial, ethnic, and/or religious origins.  

Intentionally tapping into a pocket of intolerance, he began his campaign 

by insulting Mexico and Mexican-descent U.S. citizens. 

 

 Now, he relies on his anti-Mexico vilification whenever he wishes to incite equally 

narrow-minded supporters. For instance, he purposely referred to the U.S. district 

judge hearing cases against Trump University as a “Mexican.” 

 

 Expectedly, appalled politicians from both sides of the aisle quickly denounced 

him. They said that not only was the honorable judge doing his job, he was as 

“American” as they come. A major Republican leader called Mr. Trump’s remarks 

“textbook racism,” while another said it “spawned trickle-down racism.” 

 

 Clearly, Mr. Trump’s tirade defies all logic, since it’s aimed at the very core of 

the American Dream. That’s because the judge is a first-generation U.S. citizen of 

Mexican-descent who climbed the ladder of success through merit. 

 However, why is it that Mr. Trump and his followers express particular hatred toward Mexico and Mexican -

descent citizens? Not intending to oversimplify a thorny issue, I believe it is lack of knowledge. As proof, during 

Mr. Trump’s characteristic campaign kick-off remarks, he recklessly accused Mexico of “sending” criminals to the 

U.S. Why would he make that specific charge?  

 

 For the record, the one and only time another country “sent” criminals to the U.S. was in 1980 when Cuba’s 

Fidel Castro emptied Cuban prisons as part of the Marielitos boat lift and shipped the miscreants mostly to the 

U.S. So, if that’s what he was referring to, he can’t tell the difference between Cuba and Mexico. 

 

 That brings us to the heart of the problem – the inclination by some citizens of Anglo Saxon and Northern 

European background to generalize. They treat Spanish-speaking citizens as foreigners or recent immigrants. 

Likewise, they find it difficult to figure out that Mexican-descent U.S. citizen doesn’t mean a citizen of Mexico. 

 

 Fortunately, the exasperating problem can be broken down to its basic elements by closely examining racial/

ethnic labels that traditionally have been used (and misused) in U.S. society. Thus, the following discussion 

deals with the two terms in question – Mexican and American. 
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In its pure form, a “Mexican” is an inhabitant of Mexico. That’s why Mr. Trump is wrong for using it to assail the 

Indiana-born judge, who is of Mexican-descent; not a Mexican citizen. 

 

Somberly, for residents of early Texas and the Southwest, the noble word “Mexican” lost its political designation in 

1848 when the U.S. took the land from Mexico. Afterwards, it became a cultural identifier (Mexican-descent), similar 

to Louisiana’s French-descent citizens. 

 

 Now to “American.” Webster’s Dictionary primarily defines it as “Of or in America,” (meaning the continent). In truth, 

it’s precisely the misuse of “American” that provokes many Anglo-descent citizens to doubt the citizenship of people 

belonging to brown-skin minority groups. 

 

In its main dictionary form, “American” doesn’t mean “U.S. citizen,” as implied in many catchy nationalistic phrases. 

To cite just one example, the popular phrase “Made in America” is incorrect. It should be “Made in the U.S.” Why? 

Consider the two basic points below. 

 

 First, the U.S. is not America, the U.S. is in America. Citizens of Mexico, Canada, and many other countries are also 

Americans. Plainly, there are 36 countries in mainland America. Counting island nations, the total increases to over 

55. Everyone born and/or living from Northern Canada to the tip of Tierra del Fuego lives in America and is an 

American. 

 

 The second point is rooted in history. Back in the 1800s, Anglo-descent U.S. leaders selfishly took the names 

“America” and “Americans” to distinguish themselves from “Europeans.” How did that happen? The answer is the 

1823 Monroe Doctrine, a product of pretentious pride. 

 

In brief, the land-hungry U.S. expanded south and west of its original 13-colony boundaries. Eventual American 

mainland acquisitions include Louisiana (1803), Florida (1819-1821), the hostile takeover of Mexico’s northern sover-

eign land (1848), and Alaska (1857). 

 

Flexing its imperialistic mood, the young U.S. brazenly tried to coerce European powers into believing that it now de-

cided foreign policy in America. Through this document, the U.S. fired a “shot across the bow,” warning that the U.S. 

would interpret further European colonization in America as an act of aggression. 

How did the American nations react? They treated the Monroe Doctrine as an annoying nuisance. Generally, they 

viewed it with suspicion, and had reason to do so. 

 

On the one hand, the U.S. told its sister American Republics that it had issued the Monroe Doctrine to protect their 

independence from Europe. On the other, the U.S. seized Europe’s antagonistic role for itself. 

 

 In summary, two key features emerge from the above analysis. (l) Mr. Trump has taken bullying to a new level. In-

deed, he meant his comments toward Federal District Judge Gonzalo Curiel (and New Mexico Republican Governor 

Susana Martínez) as racial slurs. (2) Far from being recent immigrants, many Mexican-descent citizens originating in 

the Southwest have a legacy that pre-dates 1776.                                  (Continue on the next page.) 
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Incredibly, such blatant intolerance continues. (By the way, nowhere else is that more visible than in Texas, a 

state settled by Spanish Mexican pioneers and wrapped in Mexican symbolism.) 

 

 Sadly, the perception of Mexican-descent citizens by U.S. mainstream society is wrong in so many levels and 

has been thus for so many years. That’s because many of us have become submissive appeasers. Unwilling 

to make waves within mainstream society some shun speaking Spanish. Others avoid their unique heritage 

topic altogether, unaware that their silence enables the verbal attacks. Said another way, we are at best too 

lethargic in defending our founding heritage that stretches from the Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific Ocean.  

 

Hence, if you’re of Mexican-descent, have worked hard to fulfill your dreams, and assume Mr. Trump’s insults 

aren’t aimed at you, think again. It’s time to forcefully push back and get in the game. How? 

 

(a) Start by not allowing Mr. Trump to decide who is “American” and who isn’t. (b) Teach your children of 

their natural right to be American by virtue of their Mestizo Native American ancestry. (c) Reclaim ownership 

of Texas history by visiting the Tejano Monument in Austin to learn of the true Spanish Mexican roots of 

Texas; and (d) Join a Texas State Hispanic (Tejano) Genealogy group nearest you.  

Finally, it’s perfectly OK for mainstream U.S. citizens to keep calling themselves “Americans.”  They should 

just remember one basic rule when judging others’ native origins – Mexicans, Mexican-descent U.S. citizens, 

and Canadians, et al, are Americans, too. 

 About the Author:  José “Joe” Antonio López was born and raised in Laredo, Texas, and is a USAF Veteran. He 

now lives in Universal City, Texas. He is the author of four books.  His latest book is “Preserving Early Texas 

History (Essays of an Eighth-Generation South Texan)”. It is available through Amazon.com.  Lopez is also the 

founder of the Tejano Learning Center, LLC, and www.tejanosunidos.org, a Web site dedicated to Spanish Mexican 

people and events in U.S. history that are mostly overlooked in mainstream history books.  

(Editor’s note: This article was published in The Rio Grande Guardian  and published here with the author’s permission and 
the permission of  The Rio Gramde Guardian.) 

 

 

When hurricanes strike the Rio Grande Valley. . . .  

Aftermath of 1967 Hurricane Buelah, near Brownville 

http://www.tejanosunidos.org/


Tips, Tops , and other Enlightenments . . . 
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Organizing your Research 

While it can be exciting to find things, try and organize 

as you research. If you are in the habit of saving files 

and making "notes" as you go, it is easy to go in cir-

cles, overlook things, and spin your wheels needlessly 

when you avoid data entry and organization until "later." 

http://genealogytipoftheday.com      (Submitted by Ofelia Olsson). 

In Mexico, the surname placement is different than in the United States.  A person will use his first name, middle 

name, surname of his father, followed by the surname of his mother.  Thus, Felipe would be Jose Felipe Rosales 

(father's surname) Medrano (mother's surname).  In the United states, if a person chooses to use his mother's sur-

name it would be placed before the father's surname.  Thus, Felipe would be Jose Felipe Medrano Rosales.  Most 

times, in the United States, the people do not follow the custom of naming their children with the first name of Jose 

or,  in the case of a female,  with the first name of Maria.  Regards, Ofelia 

Genealogical Research Advice from Ofelia Olsson 

Dear Ofelia, I am trying to understand the correct placement of my Hispanic 

ancestors’ surnames.  Will you get me straight on this? Confused:/  

Creating a Military Chapter in Your Book 

By Ofelia Olsson 

Actually, it doesn’t have to be a book but a booklet that 

you can use as a Christmas gift for your family.  In thinking 

about my family, I realized that I have many relatives and 

ancestors who served in the military.  I started with my 

great great grandfather who served in the Civil War.  I 

looked for his record in Fold3 and from there I researched 

the unit he served under.  I wrote a summary of the con-

flict and what the unit did that he served with.  I then got 

the information for my grand uncle (I don’t believe he was 

a great since he was my grandmother’s brother.)  The great 

thing is that I have his picture in uniform.  His was an in-

teresting story. I first looked for the unit he was with.  I 

found his name in the Brownsville Herald in 1917 when he 

was being shipped out to Camp Travis.  I researched the 

unit he was with and was able to write a nice piece about 

him.  I included the terrible injustice that occurred when he 

returned and was shot by a constable in 1923 during that 

turbulent period when all law personnel persecuted 

“Mexicans.”  I went on to write about my uncle who was a 

prisoner of war during World War II.  I found his picture in 

the newspaper when he was captured.  I went to Arizona to 

interview him about eight years ago and was able to get 

his firsthand account.  I included the interview in the chap-

ter.  I wrote about my uncle who served in the Korean War 

and researched that as well.  Then I started with my broth-

ers and cousins who served during the Cold War, Vietnam 

and peacetime.  I researched all these conflicts to include 

all these people in the context of the story.  I was sur-

prised as to how lengthy the chapter was.  I included all 

the pictures that I had of them. 

Every year, I make the Christmas gifts that I give to my 

siblings.  They are all related to genealogy, since I’m the 

only genealogist in the family.  Since they are at the age 

that they don’t need anything, this is a welcome gift. 

 

Other helpful research tips.. . . 

One of the leading family history websites, Find-

mypast.com, celebrates 4th of July with free ac-

cess to more than 1 billion records through July 

6th 2016. 

As part of a new campaign designed to help U.S. 

family historians learn more about their earliest 

American ancestors, over 1 billion UK, U.S. and 

Irish records will be completely free to search and 

explore on Findmypast, including all 118 million 

“Immigration & Travel” records, 116 million US 

marriages, and all UK, Irish and U.S. censuses, 7 

million new U.S. Naturalization records and over 

1.7 million U.S. Passport Applications. (Editor’s note: 

Though the free access time period has expired, this is a worthy 

website to keep in mind). 

Did you know . . . ? 

   According to Roberta Jestes, a writer for the website: 

DNA-explained.com, companies can make money from our 

autosomal DNA results.  Both 23andMe and Ancestry sell 

your DNA to whomever they see fit.  The hook that An-

cestry has is all of those DNA plus matching trees 



Page 10 RGVHGS Quarterly Newsletter                                                                                

Buscando Primos: Looking for ancestors of Matias Garza Olivarez, who died on September 12, 

1923, in Mendez, Tamps., Mex. at El Rancho Realito. (Death record below is from Ancestry.com.) 

Blast from the Past  

 

As you know, genealogy involves not only family, but ceme-

teries, history, and  pictures as well.   I went and took a 

picture of St. Anthony's church here in Harlingen and 

shortly thereafter it was demolished.  We attended St. An-

thony's when my husband and I were first dating and then 

again after we moved back to Harlingen, seventeen years 

later.  St. Anthony's was where both my children were mar-

ried and where both grandchildren were baptized.  I have 

pictures of my house in New York, of my husband's family 

home, of my husband's great grandfather's home in the 

Park Slope area in Brooklyn, the home I was raised in,  the 

home we built in Harlingen, the Arcadia theatre where my 

husband and I went on dates and many more pictures.  I 

also have pictures of the cars my husband had.  Pictures 

make your story come alive, not to mention that it also 

convinces my grandchildren that there were no dinosaurs 

when I was young. 

   Submitted by Ofelia Olsson 
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About the Editor 

     As a retired educator my passions are God, family, 

reading, writing, gardening, and anything involving creativity. 

I hope that in this newsletter you discover worthwhile infor-

mation to spark or continue your genealogy research, and 

I welcome your ideas and suggestions.   

Please send your  submissions, queries,  comments, or 

questions to m1guillen@yahoo.com.   

Maria Esther Guillen 

 

President: Mary Torres 

Vice-President:  Toni Garza 

Secretary: Maria Esther Guillen 

Treasurer: Annie Barrera 

Member: Dominga Q. Anguiano 

Member : Celia Quintanilla 

 

Book Catalog 

Cameron County Marriage Index, Grooms, Vol I A-L $40 

Cameron County Marriage Index, Grooms,Vol II M-Z $40 

Cameron County Marriage Index, Brides, Vol I A-L $40 

Cameron County Marriage Index, Brides, Vol II M-Z $40 

San Fernando Tamaulipas, Mexico, Baptisms, 1854 In-

dexed $50 

San Fernando Tamaulipas, Mexico, Baptisms, 1856 In-

dexed $50 

2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Journals, $30 Each 

Testimonio de las Diligencias Practicadas En Reinosa, 

1767 $25 

Please note: A  $7.00 shipping and handling charge will be 

added to each  book listed above. 

Rancho Soliseño Cemetery, El Soliseño, Tamaulipas, Mexico 

$10, $3 S/H 

Once Upon a time—Mas Antes, Family Stories, Rio Grande 

Valley, $20, $7 S/H 

Reynosa, Tamaulipas, Mexico Marriage Index Book III 

1811-1823 $ 35, $5 S/H 

Visit our website for order form or call Annie at  

956-454-9419 

Visit our Website:  www.rgvhispanicgenealogicalsociety.com 

 Or  like us on   Facebook.com 

Advisory Board Members  

 Ofelia Olsson and Irene Silva 

 

2015-2016  Rio Grande Valley Genealogical Hispanic Society Board of Directors 

As Gina Philibert-Ortega states in her wonderful 

book, From the Family Kitchen: Discover Your 

Food Heritage and Preserve Favorite Recipes 

(Family Tree Books, 2012), “when we pass on 

family food traditions to our children and grand-

children, we help them better understand their 

family history.” 

Indeed, “food plays a major role in social history. 

Adding a social history perspective to your family 

history will teach you more about who your ances-

tors really were.” (Submitted by Mary Torres from 

her  “Happenings” column in the Valley Morning 

Star.) 

Food Heritage in a Book 


